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Sidewalk Dining Policy

The following are the policy requirements for R-permits authorizing sidewalk dining within 
the City of Los Angeles. 

1. Allowable Location of Sidewalk Dining Area
Sidewalk dining may be allowed by the City Engineer in any portion of the sidewalk
area fronting a property provided that an acceptable Pedestrian Access Route
(PAR) is provided along the frontage of the portion of the property proposed to
contain sidewalk dining, and when applicable, connecting to the property entrance.
Sidewalk dining may be allowed in an area fronting adjoining properties if written
consent is obtained from adjoining property owners.

2. Minimum Clearance
The minimum required clear space between encroachments (tables and chairs)
and fixed street amenities such as poles, parking meters, tree wells, street lights,
and signs shall be 4 feet, provided that 5-foot by 5-foot passing areas are provided
at 200-foot intervals. The applicant must identify the PAR which shall be clear of
obstructions including but not limited to queue lines and restaurant workers. Any
violation may result in revocation of the R-Permit.

Exemptions to the 4-foot minimum PAR width around isolated barriers, such as
tree wells, not more than once per every 20 feet, may be granted by the City Engineer.

3. Railings
Fixed railings or barriers (42-inch maximum in height) shall be required if the clear
space between the sidewalk dining area to the curb or other fixed amenities is less
than 5 feet. If the clear space is 5 feet or more, rails or barriers are not required.
Non-fixed rails may be allowed when the clearance is 5 feet or more, subject to the
Bureau of Engineering (BOE) approval.

4. Sidewalk Condition
The PAR fronting proposed dining area will be evaluated by the applicant based
on the criteria listed below.

● Vertical Displacement (uplift) – Shall not exceed 1/2 inch.

● Horizontal Displacement (cracks/gaps) –Shall not exceed 1 inch.

If the condition of the PAR fronting proposed outside dining area does not meet 
the above-listed conditions, it will be required to be remediated or repaired to meet 
the above criteria or be removed and replaced to be Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) compliant. The area of the sidewalk assessment shall include all the 
frontage of the proposed sidewalk dining area plus a 10-foot minimum transition 
on each end satisfactory to the City Engineer. The 10-foot transition area may be 
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reduced to the minimum practical length determined by the City Engineer in cases 
where it would cross to a neighboring property. 

 
5. Sidewalk Dining Area 

The BOE shall approve the space available for use for sidewalk dining based on 
the conditions outlined in this report. There is no set limit to the number of sidewalk 
dining seats that the BOE may approve. 

 
6. Sewerage Facilities Charge (SFC) 

SFC fees shall be required for all additional outdoor seating based on the number 
of seats allowed.  

 
7. Sidewalk Dining Permit Processing Fee 

The processing fee for a Sidewalk Dining Permit is as follows: 
 
● Special Engineering Fee for permits that require 3 hours or less of BOE staff 

processing time in accordance with the LAMC Section 62.118.2. The fee may 
apply to the LA Al Fresco participants who transition to R-Permit through the 
automated process.  
 

● Tier 1 R-Permit Fee for permits that do not require field investigations. All 
Sidewalk Dining Permit applications shall be subject to a Tier I fee unless it is 
determined by BOE staff that a field investigation is needed. 
 

● Tier 2 R-Permit Fee for permits that require field investigations, as determined 
by the BOE. 
 

● Tier 3 R-Permit Fee for the cases where Board approval is required to deviate 
from the sidewalk policy or there is a request to appeal a BOE decision to the Board.  

 
8. Display Permit 

The display permit shall be posted in plain view from the outside of the restaurant. 
Citations and penalty fees may be assessed for non-compliance. 

 
9. Maintenance 

The sidewalk and dining area shall be maintained in a clean and uncluttered 
manner at all times. All food or drink spills, and trash of any kind, must be 
immediately removed from the sidewalk area. Private dining trash must be 
collected and deposited in private trash receptacles, not placed in public trash 
receptacles. 
 

10. Waiver of Damages 
A Waiver of Damages shall be signed by an entity with signatory authority on 
behalf of the property owner, lessee or an applicant assistant authorized by the 
BOE; notarized by a notary public; and submitted to the BOE for review. 
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11. Liability Insurance 
Proof of liability insurance shall be renewed annually with the Risk Management 
Group of the City Administrative Officer. 

 
12. R-Permit Requirements (RPR) and Expiration  

The BOE will prepare the RPR, which is list of conditions that must be met prior 
to issuance of the R-Permit for sidewalk dining along with a deadline to meet the 
listed conditions. The deadline is generally one year from the release of RPR by 
the City Engineer, but it may be shorter or longer as determined to be appropriate 
by the City Engineer. Should the applicant fail to meet the condition by the 
specified deadline, the application will expire unless an extension is granted.  

 
A new R-Permit application and fee will be required in such cases where the 
application expires and/or where the applicant desires to change the scope of 
work to the extent that it requires an additional investigation and review. In cases 
where the scope change is minor compared to the original scope, the City 
Engineer may charge the fee according to the LAMC Section 62.118.2. 

 
13. Appeals 

Appeals of a BOE determination may be made only by the permit applicant and 
must be submitted in writing to the Board of Public Works Executive Officer within 
thirty days of the BOE determination. Appeals shall be heard by the Board. 

 
14. Change of Permit Ownership 

A change in property or restaurant ownership shall require a new Sidewalk Dining 
Permit in cases where the prior owner, or their authorized signatory, was the 
permittee for sidewalk dining. 

 
● Special Engineering Fee, according to the LAMC Section 62.118.2, shall be 

required if no changes are proposed to the layout of the existing dining area. 
A new Waiver of Damages and Proof of Liability Insurance will be required to 
be signed and notarized.  
 

● Refer to paragraph 7 for fee schedule if changes are proposed to the layout 
of the existing dining area. 

 
15. Non-Compliance 

The StreetsLA, Investigation and Enforcement Division, will be notified to 
investigate any complaints. Citations may be issued for non-compliance. Permit 
violations may result in revocation of the permit. 

 
16. Encroachments Not Authorized by the Permit  

Encroachments that are not specifically authorized under the R-Permit, such as 
heaters, fans, drop down enclosures, signs, planters, music equipment and valet 
podiums, shall not be allowed in the dining area. 

 



Page 4 of 4 
 

17. Alcohol 
Serving alcohol currently requires approval from the Department of City Planning 
and California Department of Alcohol Beverage Control. Because alcohol falls 
under the jurisdiction of those outside entities and not the Board, Sidewalk Dining 
Permits will allow for serving or possessing alcohol within the sidewalk dining 
area provided proper approvals are obtained for such use from the appropriate 
agencies.  

 
18. Revocation Process 

A Sidewalk Dining Permit may be revoked at any time. If revoked, the permittee 
shall remove all encroachments at no cost to the City and restore the public 
right-of-way to the satisfaction of the City Engineer. 

 
19. Smoking 

Smoking is not allowed within 10 feet of the sidewalk dining area, per the LAMC 
Section 41.50. 

 
20. Noise Restriction 

All sidewalk dining areas shall comply with the operation requirements in 
accordance with the LAMC Section 12.21.A.24 and any other applicable local 
rules and requirements. 

 
21. Technical Review 

The BOE will conduct a technical review of the proposed encroachments to 
ensure that the designs are safe, that the materials are suitable for the public 
right-of-way; and that the encroachments will not damage or restrict access to 
existing sidewalks, street trees or other infrastructure. As a part of the technical 
review, the BOE will also review the cumulative impact to the general area to 
ensure that adequate space remains for the other sidewalk functions that exist 
at the site. The BOE may establish more detailed rules regarding sidewalk dining 
within the framework of the Board Sidewalk Dining Policy. The complete rules for 
the program shall be made available in the online BOE Permit Manual which may 
be found at https://engpermitmanual.lacity.org/.  

 
22. Compliance with Other Regulations 

In addition to the Board Policy on Sidewalk Dining, permittees must comply with 
all other applicable regulations including, but not limited to, state and county 
health regulations. 

 
23. Applicant Assistance 

Business Improvement Districts may assist with completing some of the 
requirements of this policy such as the preparation of the application and the 
signing of the Waiver of Damages. The City Engineer may use their discretion to 
allow other entities that want to assist that are not the owner or lessee. 
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File No. 20-1074

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT relative to establishing a permanent Al Fresco
dining program in the City of Los Angeles.

Recommendations for Council action:

1. REQUEST the City Attorney, with the assistance of the Los Angeles Department of
Transportation (LADOT), to prepare and present an Ordinance to establish application
fees for on-street dining.

2. DIRECT the LADOT to report back on the application fees collected for Fiscal Year (FY)
2021-22; and, AUTHORIZE the LADOT to seek Council approval to set up an
appropriation account within LADOT Trust Fund No. 840 based on the expenditure plan
for the fees collected.

3. DIRECT the LADOT to report back in 90 days with grant eligibility criteria and a process
for selecting and prioritizing locations for funding through the contractual services
provided for in the FY 2022 budget.

4. DIRECT the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) to report in 30 days with recommendations to
revise the Sidewalk Dining Program and R-Permit process to expeditiously transition all
existing L.A. Al Fresco Pilot Program participants that are operating in the public
right-of-way into permanent sidewalk dining locations, including outreach to participating
businesses to determine their interest and an assessment of whether the revised
program will accommodate their locations.

5. DIRECT the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety (LADBS) and Department
of City Planning, with support from the Los Angeles Fire Department, to report back in 30
days with recommendations to change the applicable regulations and permit procedures
to expeditiously make this transition.

6. DIRECT the CAO, in consultation with relevant departments, to report with
recommended fees to exempt existing program participants, and minimize the overall
cost of permitting and to balance our cost recovery needs with the economic
development and neighborhood revitalization objectives.

7. INSTRUCT the LADOT to waive any parking meter related fees, as detailed in the
subject joint LADOT and BOE report, in the permanent L.A. Al Fresco Program.

8. INSTRUCT the LADOT to report back on the feasibility of establishing an ongoing Al
Fresco dining business support-fund to help offset costs.



9. INSTRUCT the Economic and Workforce Development Department to report back on the
development of an Al Fresco dining business resource program made available online in
multiple languages as well as through the City’s business resource centers.

10. INSTRUCT the BOE and LADOT to report back on a special outdoor dining permit
process by which a single business stakeholder representative like a Business
Improvement District or a Chamber of Commerce, may apply for an outdoor dining
permit that covers multiple businesses in a commercial corridor.

Fiscal Impact Statement: Neither the CAO nor the Chief Legislative Analyst has completed a
financial analysis of this report.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

SUMMARY:

At a regular meeting held on October 5, 2021, the Transportation Committee considered a joint
report from the LADOT and BOE relative to establishing a permanent L.A. Al Fresco dining
program in the City.

During the discussion representatives from the LADOT, BOE and LADBS provided an overview
of the matter and answered key questions from the Committee members.  The Committee Chair
offered amendments fine-tuning the Department’s report backs. The Chair’s amendments were
complemented by additional amendments from Councilmember Buscaino.

Councilmember Koretz emphasized the success that outdoor dining has had throughout the
City, and how this option has been critical in saving some of the restaurants during the
pandemic.  At the same time, the Councilmember reminded the Committee of the importance of
hearing from other businesses since the loss of parking may negatively impact other
businesses, and it will be important to mitigate those issues as things move forward.

After providing an opportunity for public comment, the Committee recommended to adopt the
joint LADOT and BOE recommendations as amended, as detailed in Recommendations No. 4
through No. 10.

This matter is now submitted to the Council for consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE



MEMBER VOTE
BONIN: YES
KORETZ: YES
BUSCAINO: YES

LC 10/05/21
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ITEM No. 9 - A

MOTION

I MOVE that the matter of the Transportation Committee Report relative to establishing 
a permanent Al Fresco dining program in the City, Item No. 9 on today’s Council Agenda 
(CF 20-1074), BE AMENDED to instruct all relevant departments — EWDD, LADOT, DBS, 
City Planning, DOE and BSS - to come together and establish a single portal where all 
applications for temporary-to-permanent transitions of Al Fresco permits will be received 
(including on-street, sidewalk, and private property) and then funneled/transmitted to the 
relevant departments.

■c-

PRESENTED BY:
NITHYA RAMAN 
Councilwoman, 4th District

Ib y ASECONDED

October 20, 2021
ak
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November 17, 2021

The Honorable Council
Of the City of Los Angeles

COUNCIL FILE 20-1074 EXPEDITIOUSLY TRANSITIONING LA AL FRESCO PROGRAM
PARTICIPANTS INTO PERMANENT SIDEWALK DINING PERMITS

Dear Honorable Members:

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Request the City Attorney to draft an ordinance to enable the Bureau of Engineering to
utilize the Special Engineering Fee established in LAMC 61.14 to charge for Revocable
Permits in cases where the time to process the Revocable Permit would be substantially
less than the Tier 1 Revocable Permit fee would provide for.

2. Direct the Bureau of Engineering to present an automated LA Al Fresco transition process
to the Board of Public Works for their consideration

3. Direct the Bureau of Engineering to report back to City Council within 30 days of the Board
of Public Works action to provide an update on the proposed LA Al Fresco transition
process.

BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION

On November 4, 2020, the City Council adopted a motion under Council File No. 20-1074,
directing the Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA), the Los Angeles Department of Transportation
(LADOT), and the Bureau of Engineering (BOE), with the assistance of the Bureau of Street
Services (StreetsLA), the Department of Building and Safety and City Planning, the Los Angeles
Fire Department, and the City Attorney, to report relative to the feasibility of developing a
permanent LA Al Fresco Program that would allow for a streamline outdoor dining permit process,
including but not limited to a potential program structure, eligibility criteria, safety and
infrastructure requirements, and a plan that would enable interested businesses to opt-in to the
permit program.

On May 12, 2021, City Council adopted the following recommendations after hearing a CLA report
dated March 11, 2021:

1. Request the City Attorney to report on the feasibility of revising the LADOT People St.
Program to allow restaurants exclusive use of the public right-of-way.

2. Instruct the BOE, working with the LADOT, to report with recommendations to revise the
Sidewalk Dining Program and the People St. Program, as appropriate, to expeditiously
transition all existing LA Al Fresco Pilot Program participants that are operating in the
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public right-of-way into permanent sidewalk dining locations, including the identification of 
specific locations that can quickly be made permanent with minimal effort.

3. Instruct the Departments of Building and Safety, City Planning and the Los Angeles Fire 
Department to report with recommendations to develop a new category under the 
Restaurant and Small Business Express Program (RSBEP), or another appropriate 
regulatory framework, for outdoor dining on private property that is operating under the LA 
Al Fresco Pilot Program, including any changes to State, County, and City Codes needed 
to effectuate this program, including the identification of specific locations that can quickly 
be made permanent with minimal changes.

 
The subsequent joint report back on item 2 from BOE and LADOT related to sidewalk dining and 
street dining was submitted to the Council File Management System on September 29, 2021. The 
report recommended that the R-Permit process continue to be utilized for sidewalk dining 
approvals. The report also stated that the BOE was analyzing the current Sidewalk Dining Policy 
to identify potential ways that it could be streamlined, and that recommended changes would be 
presented to the Board of Public Works for consideration. 
 
On October 20, 2021, the City Council under Council File No. 20-1074 adopted the Transportation 
Committee Report relative to establishing a permanent LA Al Fresco dining program. The City 
Council action included the following instructions, among others: 
 

4. Direct the BOE to report in 30 days with recommendations to revise the Sidewalk Dining 
Program and R-Permit process to expeditiously transition all existing LA Al Fresco Pilot 
Program participants that are operating in the public right-of-way into permanent sidewalk 
dining locations, including outreach to participating businesses to determine their interest 
and an assessment of whether the revised program will accommodate their locations.

9. AMENDED on October 20, 2021: Instruct all relevant departments - EWDD, LADOT, DBS, 
City Planning, BOE, and BSS – to come together and establish a single portal where all 
applications for temporary-to-permanent transitions of Al Fresco permits will be received 
(including on-street, sidewalk, and private property) and then funneled/transmitted to the 
relevant departments.

10. Instruct the BOE and LADOT to report back on a special outdoor dining permit process by 
which a single business stakeholder representative like a Business Improvement District 
or a Chamber of Commerce, may apply for an outdoor dining permit that covers multiple 
businesses in a commercial corridor.

Also on October 20, 2021, the Board of Public Works adopted the revisions to the standard 
Sidewalk Dining Policy, listed as Transmittal 1 in the Board Package. The revisions simplified the 
sidewalk dining permit process and made it less expensive by lowering the Revocable Permit fee 
from a Tier 2 fee to a Tier 1 fee, except when a site investigation is deemed necessary. The 
following are the key modifications in the revised Sidewalk Dining Policy as compared to the 
previous Sidewalk Dining Policy.  
 

 Added the ability to front neighboring properties with property owner permission 
 Added a clarification of the Pedestrian Access Route (PAR) 
 Modified the sidewalk condition requirements 
 Reduced the base application fee for most applications by eliminating field investigations 

when not required 
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 Added noise restrictions 
 Added the ability of Business Improvement Districts and other approved third parties to 

satisfy some permitting requirements 
 
Implementation of these changes to the standard sidewalk dining policy set the baseline for 
consideration of further streamlining that may be provided for existing temporary use authorities 
under the LA Al Fresco program. With the new policy in place, and in response to 
Recommendation No. 4 from the Council action on October 20, 2021, the BOE is developing 
recommendations for an automated system that will provide a seamless and straightforward 
process to transition the approximately 1,600 LA Al Fresco temporary use authorities for sidewalk 
dining to permanent Revocable permits for all that would like to continue.  BOE anticipates 
presenting those to the Board of Public Works for their consideration in the next few weeks. In 
parallel, BOE will also work with LADOT to incorporate a streamlined transition of on-street dining 
authorizations from LA Al Fresco to Revocable permits, and that proposed process will be 
included in a separate report back to City Council. 
 
We anticipate that the recommended transition process for sidewalk dining will propose to waive 
many of the normal sidewalk dining requirements, and instead include the standard conditions 
and rules that apply to the LA Al Fresco program in a Revocable Permit that will be instantly and 
automatically issued upon application by an existing LA Al Fresco participant.  For those terms 
that are not waived in the streamlined transition, potentially such as the proof of insurance, the 
waiver of damages, and the payment of Sewerage Facilities Charges (SFCs) as applicable, we 
anticipate recommending a grace period of six months to submit such items after an automated 
permit issuance.  We propose to report back to City Council with an update on the details of that 
process after it has been acted on by the Board of Public Works. 
 
The primary reason that this report is being submitted prior to yet knowing the Board of Public 
Works’ determination on the accelerated transition process is related to the fee that would be 
charged for this automated permit issuance.  Currently, the lowest fee that exists for the issuance 
of a Revocable Permit is the Tier 1 fee of $556.  It is recommended that a new lower fee be 
considered for Revocable Permits that require significantly less effort than a regular Tier 1 
Revocable Permit.  Currently, there is an existing hourly fee called a “Special Engineering Fee” 
that is used to compensate for additional work related to permits.  That fee is currently $149/hour.  
It is estimated that one hour would be sufficient to process these automated permit issuances and 
the subsequent required submittals during the grace period.   
 
Therefore, it is recommended that City Council consider requesting that the City Attorney work 
with BOE to draft an ordinance that would allow the use of the special engineering fee in lieu of 
the normal Revocable Permit fees in cases where the processing time is three hours or less.  
Such an ordinance change would also be valuable for simple cases such as ownership changes 
of Revocable Permits.  Tying the fee for Revocable Permits that require minimal processing time 
to the Special Engineering Fee would be efficient because it would not require an individual fee 
analysis for periodic adjustments; it would simply change as the Special Engineering Fee is 
adjusted over the years. 
  

Current LA Al Fresco Revocable 
Permit Transition Fee 

Proposed LA Al Fresco Revocable 
Permit Transition Fee 

$556 (Tier 1 Fee) $149 (1-hr Special Engineering Fee) 
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Regarding the amended Recommendation No. 9 from the Council action on October 5, 2021, for 
a single application portal for LA Al Fresco transition applications, it is proposed that a tile be 
added to the “most popular services” section of the Build LA web page at https://buildla.lacity.org/
to serve as the single portal with links to two different systems – the BOE Revocable Permit web 
application for Revocable Permits for sidewalk dining and/or on street dining, and the LADBS 
system for private property dining. The effort that it would take to combine the BOE and LADBS 
systems fully would be very time consuming and would not provide a great benefit since the data 
collected by those systems would be very different. The BOE can import the LA Al Fresco data 
related to sidewalk and on street dining to our system to minimize the data entry required for those 
that want to apply to transition those approvals.  In cases where an applicant wants to transition 
both sidewalk dining and on-street dining, that will be able to be done under a single Revocable 
Permit with the addition of any applicable DOT review fees for the on-street component. 

Lastly, regarding Recommendation No. 10, this has been partially addressed in the revisions of 
the Sidewalk Dining Policy which were adopted by the Board of Public Works on October 20, 
2021, by officially allowing Business Improvement Districts to satisfy permit conditions.  However, 
it is not recommended to combine multiple locations into one permit because that will introduce 
difficulties in managing the permits, such as if some locations close or new ones open.  Any 
change to one location would require revising the entire permit for all locations.  It is recommended 
that with the new streamlined permitting procedures that individual permits would be efficient even 
when multiple locations are supported by a Business Improvement District.  
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Ted Allen at ted.allen@lacity.org. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gary Lee Moore, PE, ENV SP 
City Engineer 

GLM/TA/:jgr 
 
Q:\_Ready for Signature\TSA\Report Back for CF 20-1074.docx 
 
cc: Jennifer McDowell, Office of the Mayor 

Greg Good, Board of Public Works 
Jessica Caloza, Board of Public Works 
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FILE NO. 20-1074 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT relative to expeditiously transitioning the Al Fresco dining 
program participants into permanent sidewalk dining permits. 
 
Recommendations for Council action: 
 

1. REQUEST the City Attorney to draft an ordinance to enable the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) to 
utilize the Special Engineering Fee established in LAMC 61.14 to charge for Revocable Permits 
in cases where the time to process the Revocable Permit would be substantially less than 
provided in the Tier 1 Revocable Permit fee.  

 
2. DIRECT the BOE to present an automated LA Al Fresco transition process to the Board of Public 

Works (BPW) for their consideration  
 

3. DIRECT the BOE to report to Council within 30 days of the BPW action to provide an update on 
the proposed LA Al Fresco transition process. 

 
Fiscal Impact Statement: None submitted by the BOE. Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the 
Chief Legislative Analyst has completed a financial analysis of this report. 
 
Community Impact Statement:  None submitted 
 
(Transportation Committee waived consideration of the above matter) 
 
SUMMARY 
 
At the meeting held on November 24, 2021, your Public Works Committee considered a  BOE report 
relative to expeditiously transitioning the Al Fresco dining program participants into permanent sidewalk 
dining permits. 
 
After an opportunity for public comment, the Committee moved to approve the BOE’s recommendations, 
as detailed above. This matter is now forwarded to the Council for its consideration. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
MEMBER  VOTE 
BLUMENFIELD  YES 
LEE  YES 
DE LEÓN  YES 
O'FARRELL  YES 
KORETZ  ABSENT 
 
ME 11/24/21 
 

-NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL COUNCIL ACTS- 
 



Item No. 5

MOTION

I HEREBY MOVE that Council ADOPT the recommendations contained in the Planning 
and Land Use Management Committee report dated March 1, 2022. 

PRESENTED BY___________________________ 
 MARQUEECE HARRIS-DAWSON 
 Councilmember, 8th District 

SECONDED BY___________________________ 
  MIKE BONIN 
  Councilmember, 11th District 

March 22, 2022 

CF 20-1074 
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File No. 20-1074
 
PLANNING AND LAND USE MANAGEMENT (PLUM) COMMITTEE REPORT relative to transitioning the 
LA Al Fresco Program to a permanent program. 
 
Recommendations for Council action: 
 
1. CONCUR with the recommendations of the Transportation Committee, dated February 1, 2022, 

attached to the Council file, as follows: 
 

a. INSTRUCT the Department of City Planning (DCP), Los Angeles Department of Building and 
Safety (LADBS), Los Angeles Department of Transportation, Bureau of Engineering (BOE), and 
other applicable City departments, to develop a set of proposed regulations and processes, which 
are consistent and complementary, for a permanent Al Fresco and outdoor dining program. 
 

b. INSTRUCT the DCP, in coordination with the LADBS, Los Angeles Fire Department, and City 
Attorney, to prepare and present a Citywide Ordinance creating a permanent Al Fresco program 
and generally streamlining outdoor dining provisions throughout the Zoning Code. 
 

c. INSTRUCT the DCP and LADBS to report to the Council within 90 days with a status report 
regarding the development of outdoor dining provisions, including consideration of the following: 

 
i. Strategies for managing public parking in high-demand areas. 
 

ii. Strategies for the promotion of transit and other modes of transportation to reduce parking 
demand. 

 
iii. Noise issues, including whether different rules should apply depending on whether the 

outdoor dining is on a side of structure facing residential uses. 
 

iv. Alcohol service 
 

v. Strategies for streamlining the approval process, such as the Restaurant Beverage Program 
or creating standard plans or a pre-approved kit of parts for outdoor dining areas. 

 
vi. Enforcement of requirements and conditions, including cooperation among the LADBS, BOE, 

Bureau of Street Services, and Los Angeles Police Department, and including ability to 
conduct inspections and enforcement during evening and weekend hours. 

 
d. INSTRUCT the DCP to: 

 
i. Conduct an outreach process to current Al Fresco participants, community stakeholders, and 

industry representatives, in the preparation of the permanent Al Fresco and outdoor dining 
Ordinance. 
  

ii. Pursue a programmatic coastal development permit for the new regulations within the Coastal 
Zone. 

 
2. DIRECT the BOE to create a portal for the Al Fresco program on the BuildLA web page, which will 

centralize applications for sidewalk dining, on-street dining, and outdoor dining on private property, as 
noted in the joint report from the DCP and LADBS dated December 22, 2021 (Joint Report), and as 
previously instructed by the Council on October 20, 2021 by Amending Motion (Raman – Rodriguez). 

 
Fiscal Impact Statement: None submitted by the DCP or LADBS. Neither the City Administrative Officer 
nor the Chief Legislative Analyst has completed a financial analysis of this report. 
 



Community Impact Statement: None submitted 
 
Summary: 
At a regular meeting held on March 1, 2022, the PLUM Committee considered the Joint Report and the 
Transportation Committee report dated February 1, 2022, relative to transitioning the LA Al Fresco 
Program to a permanent program. DCP provided an overview of the matter. After providing an opportunity 
for public comment, the Committee recommended to approve the recommendations contained in the Joint 
Report and Transportation Committee report as amended, as detailed above. This matter is now submitted 
to the Council for consideration. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
PLANNING AND LAND USE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 

MEMBER VOTE
HARRIS-DAWSON: YES 
CEDILLO: YES 
BLUMENFIELD:    YES 
LEE:    YES 
RODRIGUEZ: YES 

 
 
CR 
20-1074 _rpt_PLUM_03-01-22 
 

-NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL COUNCIL ACTS-
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Sidewalk Dining Policy 
 
The following are the policy requirements for R-permits authorizing sidewalk dining within 
the City of Los Angeles. 
 

1. Allowable Location of Sidewalk Dining Area 
Sidewalk dining may be allowed by the City Engineer in any portion of the sidewalk 
area fronting a property provided that an acceptable Pedestrian Access Route 
(PAR) is provided along the frontage of the portion of the property proposed to 
contain sidewalk dining, and when applicable, connecting to the property entrance. 
Sidewalk dining may be allowed in an area fronting adjoining properties if written 
consent is obtained from adjoining property owners. 

 
2. Minimum Clearance 

The minimum required clear space between encroachments (tables and chairs) 
and fixed street amenities such as poles, parking meters, tree wells, street lights, 
and signs shall be 4 feet, provided that 5-foot by 5-foot passing areas are provided 
at 200-foot intervals. The applicant must identify the PAR which shall be clear of 
obstructions including but not limited to queue lines and restaurant workers. Any 
violation may result in revocation of the R-Permit. 

 
Exemptions to the 4-foot minimum PAR width around isolated barriers, such as 
tree wells, not more than once per every 20 feet, may be granted by the City Engineer. 
 

3. Railings 
Fixed railings or barriers (42-inch maximum in height) shall be required if the clear 
space between the sidewalk dining area to the curb or other fixed amenities is less 
than 5 feet. If the clear space is 5 feet or more, rails or barriers are not required. 
Non-fixed rails may be allowed when the clearance is 5 feet or more, subject to the 
Bureau of Engineering (BOE) approval. 

 
4. Sidewalk Condition 

The PAR fronting proposed dining area will be evaluated by the applicant based 
on the criteria listed below. 
 

● Vertical Displacement (uplift) – Shall not exceed 1/2 inch. 
 

● Horizontal Displacement (cracks/gaps) –Shall not exceed 1 inch. 
 
If the condition of the PAR fronting proposed outside dining area does not meet 
the above-listed conditions, it will be required to be remediated or repaired to meet 
the above criteria or be removed and replaced to be Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) compliant. The area of the sidewalk assessment shall include all the 
frontage of the proposed sidewalk dining area plus a 10-foot minimum transition 
on each end satisfactory to the City Engineer. The 10-foot transition area may be 
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reduced to the minimum practical length determined by the City Engineer in cases 
where it would cross to a neighboring property. 

 
5. Sidewalk Dining Area 

The BOE shall approve the space available for use for sidewalk dining based on 
the conditions outlined in this report. There is no set limit to the number of sidewalk 
dining seats that the BOE may approve. 

 
6. Sewerage Facilities Charge (SFC) 

SFC fees shall be required for all additional outdoor seating based on the number 
of seats allowed.  

 
7. Sidewalk Dining Permit Processing Fee 

The processing fee for a Sidewalk Dining Permit is as follows: 
 
● Tier 1 R-Permit Fee for permits that do not require field investigations. All 

Sidewalk Dining Permit applications shall be subject to a Tier I fee unless it is 
determined by BOE staff that a field investigation is needed. 
 

● Tier 2 R-Permit Fee for permits that require field investigations, as determined 
by the BOE. 
 

● Tier 3 R-Permit Fee for the cases where Board approval is required to deviate 
from the sidewalk policy or there is a request to appeal a BOE decision to the Board.  

 
8. Display Permit 

The display permit shall be posted in plain view from the outside of the restaurant. 
Citations and penalty fees may be assessed for non-compliance. 

 
9. Maintenance 

The sidewalk and dining area shall be maintained in a clean and uncluttered 
manner at all times. All food or drink spills, and trash of any kind, must be 
immediately removed from the sidewalk area. Private dining trash must be 
collected and deposited in private trash receptacles, not placed in public trash 
receptacles. 
 

10. Waiver of Damages 
A Waiver of Damages shall be signed by an entity with signatory authority on 
behalf of the property owner, lessee or an applicant assistant authorized by the 
BOE; notarized by a notary public; and submitted to the BOE for review. 

 
11. Liability Insurance 

Proof of liability insurance shall be renewed annually with the Risk Management 
Group of the City Administrative Officer. 
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12. R-Permit Requirements (RPR) and Expiration  
The BOE will prepare the RPR, which is list of conditions that must be met prior 
to issuance of the R-Permit for sidewalk dining along with a deadline to meet the 
listed conditions. The deadline is generally one year from the release of RPR by 
the City Engineer, but it may be shorter or longer as determined to be appropriate 
by the City Engineer. Should the applicant fail to meet the condition by the 
specified deadline, the application will expire unless an extension is granted.  

 
A new R-Permit application and fee will be required in such cases where the 
application expires and/or where the applicant desires to change the scope of 
work to the extent that it requires an additional investigation and review. In cases 
where the scope change is minor compared to the original scope, the City 
Engineer may charge a Tier 1 R-Permit Fee for subsequent applications. 

 
13. Appeals 

Appeals of a BOE determination may be made only by the permit applicant and 
must be submitted in writing to the Board of Public Works Executive Officer within 
thirty days of the BOE determination. Appeals shall be heard by the Board. 

 
14. Change of Permit Ownership 

A change in property or restaurant ownership shall require a new Sidewalk Dining 
Permit in cases where the prior owner, or their authorized signatory, was the 
permittee for sidewalk dining. 

 
● A Tier 1 R-Permit Fee shall be required if no changes are proposed to the 

layout of the existing dining area. A new Waiver of Damages and Proof of 
Liability Insurance will be required to be signed and notarized.  
 

● Refer to paragraph 7 for fee schedule if changes are proposed to the layout 
of the existing dining area. 

 
15. Non-Compliance 

The StreetsLA, Investigation and Enforcement Division, will be notified to 
investigate any complaints. Citations may be issued for non-compliance. Permit 
violations may result in revocation of the permit. 

 
16. Encroachments Not Authorized by the Permit  

Encroachments that are not specifically authorized under the R-Permit, such as 
heaters, fans, drop down enclosures, signs, planters, music equipment and valet 
podiums, shall not be allowed in the dining area. 

 
17. Alcohol 

Serving alcohol requires a Conditional Use Permit from the Department of City 
Planning and a permit from the California Department of Alcohol Beverage 
Control. Because alcohol falls under the jurisdiction of those entities and not the 
Board, Sidewalk Dining Permits will allow for serving or possessing alcohol within 
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the sidewalk dining area provided proper permits and approvals are obtained for 
such use from the appropriate agencies.  

 
18. Revocation Process 

A Sidewalk Dining Permit may be revoked at any time. If revoked, the permittee 
shall remove all encroachments at no cost to the City and restore the public 
right-of-way to the satisfaction of the City Engineer. 

 
19. Smoking 

Smoking is not allowed within 10 feet of the sidewalk dining area, per the LAMC 
Sections 41.50.A.5.a and 41.50.B.2.c. 

 
20. Noise Restriction 

All sidewalk dining areas shall operate no later than 10:30 p.m. if adjacent to any 
residential areas (this includes mixed-use). 

 
21. Technical Review 

The BOE will conduct a technical review of the proposed encroachments to 
ensure that the designs are safe, that the materials are suitable for the public 
right-of-way; and that the encroachments will not damage or restrict access to 
existing sidewalks, street trees or other infrastructure. As a part of the technical 
review, the BOE will also review the cumulative impact to the general area to 
ensure that adequate space remains for the other sidewalk functions that exist 
at the site. The BOE may establish more detailed rules regarding sidewalk dining 
within the framework of the Board Sidewalk Dining Policy. The complete rules for 
the program shall be made available in the online BOE Permit Manual which may 
be found at https://engpermitmanual.lacity.org/.  

 
22. Compliance with Other Regulations 

In addition to the Board Policy on Sidewalk Dining, permittees must comply with 
all other applicable regulations including, but not limited to, state and county 
health regulations. 

 
23. Applicant Assistance 

Business Improvement Districts may assist with completing some of the 
requirements of this policy such as the preparation of the application and the 
signing of the Waiver of Damages. The City Engineer may use their discretion to 
allow other entities that want to assist that are not the owner or lessee. 



M O T I ON  
 
 
 I HEREBY MOVE that Council AMEND the Transportation Committee report relative to developing 
a permanent Al Fresco program (Item No. 39, Council file No. 20-1074) to include the following 
recommendation: 
 
DIRECT the CLA, LADOT, and the Bureau of Engineering, with the assistance of the Bureau of  
Street Services, the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety and the Department of City  
Planning, the Los Angeles Fire Department, and any other departments, as needed, to closely 
examine and consider the San Pedro Outdoor Dining Pilot Program as a potential option when 
developing recommendations relative to the feasibility of creating a citywide permanent Al Fresco 
program. 
 
 

PRESENTED BY: ____________________________ 
                                JOE BUSCAINO 

          Councilmember, 15th District  
  
 

SECONDED BY: _____________________________ 
         MIKE BONIN  
         Councilmember, 11th District 
 
November 4, 2020 
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Date:  September 29, 2021 
  
To:  Honorable City Council 

c/o City Clerk, Room 395, City Hall 
Attention: Honorable Mike Bonin, Chair, Transportation Committee 

  
From:  Gary Lee Moore, City Engineer 
  Bureau of Engineering 
 

Seleta J. Reynolds, General Manager  
Department of Transportation 

  
Subject: SIDEWALK DINING AND PEOPLE ST. PROGRAM L.A. AL FRESCO UPDATE 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
In response to CF 20-1074, this report recommends a permitting process for existing and new L.A. AI 
Fresco participants to operate in the public right-of-way. This will allow for continued use of the public 
right-of-way for dining, but does not address all programmatic details needed for a permanent outdoor 
dining program.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council: 

1. REQUEST the City Attorney, with the assistance of the Los Angeles Department of 
Transportation (LADOT), to draft an ordinance to establish application fees for on-street dining; 

2. AUTHORIZE the LADOT to report back on the application fees collected for FY 2021-22 and seek 
Council approval to set up an appropriation account within Department of Transportation Trust 
Fund No. 840 based on the expenditure plan for the fees collected; 

3. DIRECT LADOT to report back in 90 days with grant eligibility criteria and a process for selecting 
and prioritizing locations for funding through the contractual services provided for in the Fiscal 
Year 2022 budget. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
In November 2020, the City Council directed the Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA), with the support of 
several departments, to report on the feasibility of developing a permanent Al Fresco Program.  
 
The CLA report, presented to Council in March 2021, outlines the City’s existing authority to issue 
private use permits for the public right-of-way. Under the COVID-19 emergency order, LADOT and the 
Bureau of Engineering (BOE) issue temporary use authorizations that allow businesses to set up outdoor 
dining in the public right-of-way. When the emergency order and the temporary L.A. Al Fresco Program 

Electronically signed by 21866
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expire, these temporary use authorizations will become invalid and businesses will need to obtain a 
revocable permit (R-Permit) for continued use of the sidewalk or on-street space for private use. As 
defined in LAMC Section 62.118.2, only BOE can issue R-Permits. The City’s existing Sidewalk Dining 
Program has established procedures for obtaining R-Permits for sidewalk dining. In order to transition 
from temporary to permanent on-street dining, the City needs to establish the procedures for obtaining 
an R-Permit for on-street locations, including the fees associated with application review and meter 
revenue recovery. 
 
On May 24, 2021, the City Council directed BOE and LADOT to report with recommendations on revising 
the Sidewalk Dining Program and the People St. Program to transition all existing L.A. AI Fresco Pilot 
Program participants that are operating in the public right-of-way into permanent sidewalk dining 
locations, including the identification of specific locations that can quickly be made permanent with 
minimal effort.  
 
Al Fresco temporary use authorizations are currently set to expire on December 31, 2021. LADOT’s 
authority to create temporary use authorizations for on-street dining, as established by the Mayor’s 
Directive on L.A. Al Fresco will remain in effect for six months following the end of the City’s Safer L.A. 
Emergency Order, pursuant to the Council action (CF 20-1074-S1).   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Sidewalk Dining  
 
The BOE recommends applying the existing Sidewalk Dining Program for establishments that want to 
continue offering sidewalk dining after the Al Fresco emergency order program ends. The current 
Sidewalk Dining Program rules are available in the BOE permit manual at 
https://engpermitmanual.lacity.org/revocable-r-permits/technical-procedures/02-sidewalk-dining. BOE 
is in the process of submitting a report to the Board of Public Works recommending consideration of 
certain policy changes that would simplify the process for applicants.  
 
Implementation 
 
BOE issued over 1,600 sidewalk dining temporary use authorizations since the launch of the program. 
BOE automatically approved Al Fresco emergency response authorizations for sidewalk dining upon 
completion of the application and self-certification to the program requirements. 
 
BOE proposes to use the existing R-Permit process to transition these L.A. Al Fresco participants to the 
Sidewalk Dining Program as described in the BOE report dated June 16, 2021, under CF 20-0499. 
Businesses will need to apply for a Sidewalk Dining R-Permit. BOE anticipates that existing Al Fresco 
installations that meet the existing Al Fresco Sidewalk Dining Program requirements will generally be 
straightforward to transition to the regular Sidewalk Dining Program. 
 
Staff Resources 
 
Additional staff resources needs are unknown at this time. BOE estimates that there may be a need for 
up to three additional staff to support the Sidewalk Dining Program depending on the volume of 
applications received. Due to the high degree of uncertainty of the application volume, BOE is not 
requesting positions at this time but may request them in the future if it appears that they are needed.  
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On-Street Dining  
 
LADOT’s People St Program launched in 2014 to allow community groups to transform street space for 
public use. People St projects remain publicly accessible and are not tied to any individual business or 
organization. LADOT reviews and approves all applications to the People St Program and enters into an 
agreement with the applicant for the management, maintenance, and operation of the public space. 
Once that agreement is approved and all fees are paid, BOE issues an A-Permit for construction in the 
right-of-way. 
 
Unlike the People St community partners, L.A. Al Fresco participants seek exclusive use of street space if 
they are to invest in and assume liability for on-street dining. LADOT recommends creating a stand-alone 
Al Fresco permitting process similar to the People St Program, to authorize long-term private use of 
street space for dining. In addition to an agreement and an A-Permit, the Al Fresco permitting process 
will require an R-Permit to allow for private use of the public right-of-way. Al Fresco applications will be 
accepted on a rolling basis.  
 
LADOT will continue to partner with BOE to finalize a new inter-departmental application review and 
permitting process to establish on-street Al Fresco spaces. Upon adoption of the ordinance to establish 
application fees for on-street dining, LADOT will notify the businesses with temporary on-street dining 
authorizations and will provide an opportunity for these locations to apply prior to a full launch of the 
permanent program.  
 
As of this report, 154 restaurants currently operate curbside dining areas. LADOT has already performed 
an engineering feasibility review of authorized on-street Al Fresco dining locations and anticipates that 
these dining areas can quickly be permitted through the permanent program, contingent upon 
compliance with land use conditions and permanent program requirements.  
 
Application and Design Requirements 

 
LADOT will review applications for suitability based on speed limit, the number of travel lanes, curb 
color, parking availability, and the distance to fire hydrants.  If an on-street dining installation overlaps a 
neighboring property’s frontage, LADOT will require a written agreement from that property owner.  

 
In October 2020, LADOT received one-time funding from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act, which allowed LADOT to purchase and install traffic control devices for on-street 
dining areas. Therefore, since its launch, L.A. Al Fresco has been free for restaurants to apply and 
participate. Without additional funding moving forward, applicants will need to purchase and install 
these traffic control devices at the direction of LADOT. 
 
LADOT will provide specific guidelines as to what can be built within the dining area, will review and 
approve an applicant’s design plans, and will inspect furnishings and structures after installation and on 
an ongoing basis to ensure compliance. Dining areas will need to include materials that are easily 
removable for street maintenance and emergencies and will need to comply with ADA requirements. 
Permanent program guidelines will require additional design guidance and conditions of approval from 
other departments such as the Los Angeles Fire Department and the Department of Building and Safety 
pursuant to requirements for health and safety. 

 
Environmental Review 
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LADOT filed a Notice of Exemption (NOE) for temporary on-street dining under the current L.A. Al Fresco 
emergency response program. This exemption states the Project is categorically exempt by statute 
under Section 15269 of the State CEQA Guidelines. LADOT will need to perform an environmental 
review process and determine if the Department can file a programmatic NOE for permanent on-street 
dining. The repurposing of parking for outdoor dining should be categorically exempt. LADOT will need 
to draft, sign, and file the subsequent CEQA documents prior to the launch of the permanent program. 

 
California Coastal Commission Permitting 

 
In July 2020, the California Coastal Commission (CCC) provided the City with a waiver of coastal 
development permitting requirements for the L.A. Al Fresco Program while Executive Order N-33-20 and 
City’s emergency order are in place. This determination is based on the City’s acknowledgment that the 
proposed development will not result in the erection of any permanent structures valued at more than 
$25,000. 

 
LADOT has identified 18 curbside dining areas and two parking lane closures that are within the coastal 
zone boundary and may be subject to permit requirements after the emergency order ends. These 
businesses will need to file for a Coastal Permit exemption, which the Department of City Planning will 
review. 
 
Staff Resources 

 
In the Fiscal Year 2022 budget, City Council provided LADOT resolution authority and six-months funding 
for three positions to support the future Al Fresco Program - one Supervising Transportation Planner I, 
one Engineering Associate III, and one Management Analyst. These positions will provide LADOT with 
the resources to permit existing on-street dining participants for permanent operation, as well as 
reviewing and processing new applications at a later date. LADOT can begin the hiring process for these 
three positions after January 2022. 
 
Grant Opportunities 

 
The Fiscal Year 2022 budget includes one-time contractual services funding in the amount of $1,614,791 
to create grant opportunities for restaurants in low-income neighborhoods to set up outdoor dining 
areas. LADOT is assessing the datasets and methodology needed to determine the eligibility criteria, the 
process for grant distribution, and the types of expenditures the grants could cover.  
 
Costs  
 
LADOT recommends fees associated with application review and use of metered spaces in order to 
make the program cost-neutral, unless the City identifies additional funding sources or other cost 
recovery mechanisms.  
 
The CAO has reviewed and approved LADOT’s fee study for application review. This study recommends 
the following fees specifically for on-street dining applicants. 
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Application Review Fee (for existing participants): $1,200 
Application Review Fee (for new participants): $1,500 
Parking Meter Head Removal: $230 first meter + $58 each additional 
Parking Meter Usage Fees: Options for annual usage fees can include full cost recovery based on meter 
rate and hours (approximately $1,500 - $17,500 per space), historical revenue generated by a meter 
(approximately $450 - $9,000 per space), or no usage fees. Options may also include subsidies for the 
first year and/or payment plans.  
 
Applicants would pay these fees directly to LADOT. Upon approval by LADOT, the business would pay an 
R-Permit Tier 1 fee ($556) and a Sewer Facility Charge to BOE. If the on-street dining area requires minor 
construction, the business would need to apply for an A-Permit.  
 
A new ordinance is required to implement a permanent permit process with associated fees.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Over 60% of Al Fresco curbside dining areas use one or more paid parking spaces, which include single-
space meters and paid parking stalls. Currently, restaurants have repurposed 297 single-space parking 
meters and 41 paid parking stalls for on-street dining. The annual revenue generated by these paid 
parking spaces totaled $1,082,668 in 2019. This presents a long-term fiscal impact to the Special Parking 
Revenue Fund (SPRF).  
 
One hundred fifty-four (154) businesses are currently operating on the street in curbside dining areas. If 
these businesses apply into the permanent program, this would result in one-time application review 
fees totaling $184,800. LADOT recommends depositing these fees into the Department of 
Transportation Trust Fund No. 840 to support an expenditure plan for staff positions. 
 
SJR:DM:jg 



187096ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance amending Article 6 of Chapter I of the Los Angeles Municipal Code 
to provide regulatory relief from certain zoning and land use requirements during a local 
emergency.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Los Angeles (City Council) recognizes 
the significant public health and economic impacts of the novel Coronavirus pandemic 
(pandemic) on the City of Los Angeles (City), and further appreciates the need to 
facilitate temporary zoning code relief to support the local economy and livelihood of 
those living and working in the City;

WHEREAS, the City Council further recognizes the uncertainty surrounding the 
current local emergency, a result of the pandemic, and the risk of subsequent local 
emergencies to unduly impact the local economy and employment necessitates 
temporary regulations;

WHEREAS, during the current pandemic and local emergency the City Council 
has undertaken extraordinary measures to support residents, tenants, business owners 
and property owners Citywide;

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to provide regulatory relief during declared 
local emergencies that allows for reductions in parking requirements and extensions of 
time for the utilization of certain land use entitlements;

WHEREAS, the City Council intends for the relief to provide needed flexibility for 
businesses and projects by extending time limits for approvals and providing targeted 
parking relief for small scale projects, thereby allowing local proprietors to achieve cost 
savings while furthering the environmental and mobility goals of the General Plan;

WHEREAS, the City Council aims for this relief to support the vitality and viability 
of its commercial corridors and districts that support the employment of local residents 
and contribute to the overall health of the local economy and generally improve the 
public welfare of the City; and

WHEREAS, the Council has determined that the provisions of this ordinance are 
consistent with and implements the goals and objectives of the City’s General Plan.

NOW THEREFORE

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The title of Article 6 of Chapter I of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is 
renamed as follows:

1
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ARTICLE 6

LOCAL EMERGENCY TEMPORARY REGULATIONS

Sec. 2. The table of contents for Article 6 of Chapter I of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code is amended to include a new Section 16.02.1 as follows:

Section
16.00 Declaration of Purpose.

Long-term Temporary Uses.
Special Provisions for Other Land Use Proceedings. 
Relief from Specified Land Use Provisions. 
Restoration of Damaged or Destroyed Buildings. 
Critical Response Facilities.
Short-term Temporary Uses.
Activation and Termination of Effect.

16.01
16.02
16.02.1
16.03
16.04
16.04.1
16.04.2

Sec. 3. A new Section 16.02.1 is added to Article 6 of Chapter I of the 
Los Angeles Municipal Code to read as follows:

SEC. 16.02.1. RELIEF FROM SPECIFIED LAND USE PROVISIONS.

The provisions of this section may be invoked upon the adoption of a City 
Council resolution following the Mayor’s declaration of emergency pursuant to local and 
state law, and upon the filing of an application on a form provided by the Department of 
City Planning and the payment of a fee, provided the resolution does not conflict with 
any Mayoral orders issued in relation to the declared emergency. The provisions of this 
section do not supersede state law or the Mayor’s authority under the Charter and 
Los Angeles Administrative Code.

A.

Effective Dates. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article to 
the contrary, the provisions of this section shall automatically terminate 12 months after 
the expiration or termination date of the relevant emergency declaration, or upon City 
Council’s action by resolution to terminate the provisions of this section earlier than that 
date. However, the City Council may, by resolution, extend the provisions of this 
section for up to an additional 24 months, thereby allowing the provisions to apply for a 
total of 36 months after the termination or expiration of the local emergency order. The 
City Council retains the discretion to terminate these provisions by resolution at any 
time after the expiration or termination of the iocai emergency order.

B.

C. Time Limit Extension.

Extension of Time Limitations. Notwithstanding the expiration 
periods set forth in Section 12.25 of this Code, the expiration of a conditional use 
or other quasi-judicial approval(s) that was either approved or valid during the 
application of these provisions, shall be calculated by adding the term of the local

1.
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emergency, plus up to an additional 12 months when the criteria in Section 
16.02.1 D.3 of this Code are met, to the term prescribed in Section 12.25 A.1. 
This extension does not confer a vested right, unless a Vesting Conditional Use 
was applied for and granted pursuant to Section 12.24 T.

Multiple Approvals. Notwithstanding the expiration periods 
defined in Sections 12.36 of this Code, if an eligible conditional use or 
other quasi-judicial approval is part of a project that has multiple approvals 
and is subject to the expiration period set forth in Section 12.36 of this 
Code, then the expiration period set forth in Section 12.36 G.1 is extended 
by a term equivalent to the time period of the local emergency, plus up to 
an additional 12 months from the expiration of the local emergency for all 
approvals concurrently granted.

(a)

(b) Exception. The uses listed in Section 16.02.1 D.3(a) shall 
not be granted an extension, regardless of whether said use was 
approved concurrently with an eligible approval.

2. Extension of Term-Limited Grants. Notwithstanding any condition of 
approval that specifies an expiration date or term limit for a conditional use or 
other quasi-judicial approval(s), where the expiration date occurs during the local 
emergency that expiration date is automatically extended for the term of the local 
emergency, plus up to an additional 12 months when the criteria in Section 
16.02.1 D.3 are met.

Multiple Approvals. Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Code to the contrary, if an eligible conditional use or other quasi-
judicial approval is part of a project that has multiple approvals and any of 
the approvals include a condition with a separate expiration date or term 
limit, said expiration date shall be extended concurrently with the eligible 
approval.

(a)

Exception. The uses listed in Section 16.02.1 D.3.(a) shall 
not be granted an extension regardless of whether said use was approved 
concurrently with an eligible approval.

(b)

3. Eligibility.

Oniy a conditional use or quasi-judiciai approval listed in 
Section 12.24 is eligible for the time extension.

(a)

Exception. No conditional use or other quasi-judicial approval 
related to fossil fuel extraction, fossil fuel production, fossil fuel storage, or 
hazardous waste facilities is eligible for the time extension within this 
section. This includes, but is not limited to, the following:
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Section 12.24 U.10. Hazardous waste facilities in M2 and M3
zones.

Section 12.24 U.11. Hazardous waste facilities in M3 zones.

Section 12.24 U.17. Natural resources development.

Section 12.24 U.18. Onshore installations required in connection 
with the drilling for or production of oil, gas or hydrocarbons, under 
specified conditions.

Section 12.24 U.29. Petroleum-Based Oil Refineries.

Section 12.24 W.47. Temporary geological exploratory core holes 
in all zones except the M3 Zone, under specified conditions.

(b) Revocation. Businesses or properties that are or have 
been the subject of revocation proceedings that resulted in corrective 
conditions or revocation are not eligible for a time extension.

(c) Application. In order to benefit from the relief provided by 
these provisions, an application to verify eligibility shall be filed and a fee 
paid, in accordance with procedures set forth by the Department of City 
Planning.

(d) Original Approval. The Director or designee shall verify 
that the prior discretionary approval and existing environmental 
documentation under the California Environmental Quality Act is adequate 
for the issuance of the extension.

(e) Notification. The applicant shall notify, in accordance with 
the procedures set forth by the Department of City Planning, the Los 
Angeles Police Department, the Department of Building and Safety, and 
the City Councilmember whose district includes any portion of the property 
as part of the application process for the extension of the time limits.

D. AUTOMOBILE PARKING RELIEF

Changes of Use. Notwithstanding Section 12.21 A.4, 12.23 
B.8.(b), or any other Code section, ordinance, or specific plan to the contrary, 
when plans are submitted and accepted by the Department of Building and 
Safety for a change of use during an emergency declaration and after the 
adoption of a resolution by City Council invoking the provisions of this section, 
the change of use shall not trigger increased automobile parking beyond that 
required by the existing approved use if all the following requirements are met:
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Requirements.(a)

(1) The change of use is limited to a nonresidential use 
allowable pursuant to the zoning applicable to the property’s 
location.

(2) The building wherein the change of use is occurring 
has one of the following: a valid certificate of occupancy: 
temporary certificate of occupancy: or a building permit if the 
building predates the certificate of occupancy requirement. The 
aforementioned documents must have been issued prior to the 
declaration of the local emergency related to the City Council’s 
resolution invoking this section.

(3) The automobile parking relief only applies to the first 
5,000 square feet of Floor Area for any tenant space. Any Floor 
Area in excess of 5,000 square feet for said tenant space shall 
conform to the automobile parking requirements in LAMC Section 
12.21 A.4, Section 12.23 B.8.(b), and any applicable Specific Plan, 
inclusive of any aggregate Floor Area, including Floor Area 
sectioned from a separate tenant space that may have been 
previously eligible or approved for the automobile parking reduction 
enumerated within this subdivision.

(4) Any additions to the building occurring during the 
invocation of this section by City Council resolution, and which 
result in an increase of Floor Area are limited to the area within the 
existing walls and existing roofline of the building, and do not 
include any outdoor space.

(5) No net loss of guest rooms and/or dwelling units 
result from the change of use.

Consistency. The relief provided in this subdivision is limited to the 
provisions enumerated herein, and any project for which relief is sought 
shall otherwise be consistent with this Code and the General Plan.

Outdoor Eating Areas. Notwithstanding any provisions of this 
Code or any Zoning Administrator interpretations of this Code to the contrary, 
any new or expanded Outdoor Eating Area shall not require any automobile 
parking, and the maintenance of existing automobile parking shall not be 
required for any portion of the parking lot utilized for an approved Outdoor Eating 
Area during the period that these provisions are invoked, pursuant to this section 
if the following requirements are met:

2.
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Eligibility. Only permitted establishments with verifiable 
indoor seating for on-premise dining are eligible for the relief provided 
within this subdivision.

(a)

(b) Consistency. The relief provided in this subdivision is 
limited to the automobile parking provisions enumerated herein, and the 
project shall otherwise be consistent with this Code and the General Plan.

Termination. Whenever the provisions of this section cease 
to apply, the automobile parking requirements that existed prior to the 
declaration of the local emergency shall be met, and any Outdoor Eating 
Areas shall comply with this Code and any applicable Specific Plan, 
notwithstanding this Section.

(c)

Conditions of Approval. Notwithstanding any provisions of this 
Code, ordinance, or Specific Plan to the contrary, any condition of approval that 
requires valet automobile parking or off-site automobile parking is suspended 
and shall not be enforced during the period when these provisions are invoked, if 
all the following requirements are met:

3.

(a) Eligibility. Only the following grants are eligible for relief, 
and only if they were approved or active during the period that these 
provisions are invoked.

Section 11.5.7 E. Project Permit Adjustments.

Section 11.5.7 F. Exceptions from Specific Plans.

Section. 12.24. Conditional Use Permits and Other Similar Quasi-
Judicial Approvals. Inclusive of the entire Section.

Section 12.27. Variances.

Section 12.28. Adjustments and Slight Modifications.

Section 12.32. Land Use Legislative Actions.

Existing Covenant. The suspension of enforcement activity 
as a result of the invocation of the provisions of this section shall not be 
construed to terminate or void any recorded covenant documenting valet 
or off-site parking requirements.

(b)

Termination. Whenever the provisions of this section cease 
to apply, all conditions of approval and associated covenants shall be 
enforced and, if the conditions were never met, the applicant shall provide 
verification to the Department of City Planning, in accordance with

(c)
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procedures set forth by the Department of City Planning, within 90 days of 
the termination of the provisions of this section.

Sec. 4. Section 16.04.2 of Article 6, Chapter I, of the Los Angeles Municipal 
Code is amended in its entirety to read as follows:

The provisions of this article shall be applicable to a particular area upon 
the declaration of an emergency by the Governor relating to that area, pursuant 
to state law. The provisions of this article shall cease to be applicable to a 
particular area two years following the date of declaration of emergency, and for 
one additional year if an extension is approved by the City Council, provided, 
however, that the provisions of this article shall be considered as still remaining 
in full force and effect thereafter for the purpose of maintaining or defending any 
civil or criminal proceeding with respect to any right, liability or offense that may 
have arisen under the provisions of this article during its operative period, or with 
respect to enforcing any condition of approval of the temporary land use permit. 
The City Council may also extend by resolution any other time limits in this article 
for one additional year. Notwithstanding the provisions within this section to the 
contrary, the provisions in Section 16.02.1 shall only be activated by following the 
procedure outlined in Section 16.02.1 B.

Sec. 5. SEVERABILITY. If any portion, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this article is for any reason held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, 
such a decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this article. The 
City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this article and each portion or 
subsection, sentence, clause and phrase herein, irrespective of the fact that any one or 
more portions, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases be declared invalid.

Sec. 6. URGENCY. The City finds that the continued application of certain 
conditional use permit and parking requirements during a local emergency will be 
injurious to the economic recovery resulting from said emergency. Economic 
uncertainty and devastation poses a threat to the health, safety, and general welfare of 
the City. The ongoing novel Coronavirus pandemic has brought an unprecedented 
amount of uncertainty to the City both in terms of public health and economic recovery, 
and immediate action is necessary to stem the continuing loss in business ownership 
and employment during these unprecedented times. The immediate enactment of 
these provisions will assist in minimizing permanent loss of employment, permanent 
closure of businesses, loss of redevelopment potential, curtailment of City revenues and 
subsequent curtailment of vital services, and the negative consequences for quality of 
life, health, safety, and public welfare during a severe economic slowdown and delayed 
economic recovery. For all of these reasons, this ordinance shall become effective 
upon publication pursuant to Section 253 of the Los Angeles City Charter.
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Sec. 7. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and have it 
published in accordance with Council policy, either in a daily newspaper circulated in 
the City of Los Angeles or by posting for ten days in three public places in the City of 
Los Angeles: one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to the 
Los Angeles City Hall; one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street 
entrance to the Los Angeles City Hall East; and one copy on the bulletin board located 
at the Temple Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of Records.

Approved as to Form and Legality Pursuant to Charter Section 559,1 
approve this ordinance on behalf 
of the City Planning Commission and 
recommend thatitbe aeleeted.

MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney

£By
ADRIENNE S. KHORASANEE 

Deputy City Attorney VINCENT P. BERTONlNUCP 
Director of Planning

Date

Date
File No. 20-0380-S1

m:\real prop_env_land useMand use\adrienne khorasanee\ordinances\local emergency ordinance\draft local emergency 
ordinance.docx

The Clerk of the City of Los Angeles 
hereby certifies that the foregoing 
ordinance was passed by the Council of 
the City of Los Angeles, by a vote of not 
less than three-fourths of all its 
members.

CITY CLERK MAYOR

June 23, 2021
Approved 06/28/2021Ordinance Passed

Published Date: 07-01-21 
Ordinance Effective Date: 07-01-21
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File No. 20-1074

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT relative to establishing a permanent Al Fresco
dining program in the City of Los Angeles.

Recommendations for Council action:

1. REQUEST the City Attorney, with the assistance of the Los Angeles Department of
Transportation (LADOT), to prepare and present an Ordinance to establish application
fees for on-street dining.

2. DIRECT the LADOT to report back on the application fees collected for Fiscal Year (FY)
2021-22; and, AUTHORIZE the LADOT to seek Council approval to set up an
appropriation account within LADOT Trust Fund No. 840 based on the expenditure plan
for the fees collected.

3. DIRECT the LADOT to report back in 90 days with grant eligibility criteria and a process
for selecting and prioritizing locations for funding through the contractual services
provided for in the FY 2022 budget.

4. DIRECT the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) to report in 30 days with recommendations to
revise the Sidewalk Dining Program and R-Permit process to expeditiously transition all
existing L.A. Al Fresco Pilot Program participants that are operating in the public
right-of-way into permanent sidewalk dining locations, including outreach to participating
businesses to determine their interest and an assessment of whether the revised
program will accommodate their locations.

5. DIRECT the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety (LADBS) and Department
of City Planning, with support from the Los Angeles Fire Department, to report back in 30
days with recommendations to change the applicable regulations and permit procedures
to expeditiously make this transition.

6. DIRECT the CAO, in consultation with relevant departments, to report with
recommended fees to exempt existing program participants, and minimize the overall
cost of permitting and to balance our cost recovery needs with the economic
development and neighborhood revitalization objectives.

7. INSTRUCT the LADOT to waive any parking meter related fees, as detailed in the
subject joint LADOT and BOE report, in the permanent L.A. Al Fresco Program.

8. INSTRUCT the LADOT to report back on the feasibility of establishing an ongoing Al
Fresco dining business support-fund to help offset costs.



9. INSTRUCT the Economic and Workforce Development Department to report back on the
development of an Al Fresco dining business resource program made available online in
multiple languages as well as through the City’s business resource centers.

10. INSTRUCT the BOE and LADOT to report back on a special outdoor dining permit
process by which a single business stakeholder representative like a Business
Improvement District or a Chamber of Commerce, may apply for an outdoor dining
permit that covers multiple businesses in a commercial corridor.

Fiscal Impact Statement: Neither the CAO nor the Chief Legislative Analyst has completed a
financial analysis of this report.

Community Impact Statement: None submitted.

SUMMARY:

At a regular meeting held on October 5, 2021, the Transportation Committee considered a joint
report from the LADOT and BOE relative to establishing a permanent L.A. Al Fresco dining
program in the City.

During the discussion representatives from the LADOT, BOE and LADBS provided an overview
of the matter and answered key questions from the Committee members.  The Committee Chair
offered amendments fine-tuning the Department’s report backs. The Chair’s amendments were
complemented by additional amendments from Councilmember Buscaino.

Councilmember Koretz emphasized the success that outdoor dining has had throughout the
City, and how this option has been critical in saving some of the restaurants during the
pandemic.  At the same time, the Councilmember reminded the Committee of the importance of
hearing from other businesses since the loss of parking may negatively impact other
businesses, and it will be important to mitigate those issues as things move forward.

After providing an opportunity for public comment, the Committee recommended to adopt the
joint LADOT and BOE recommendations as amended, as detailed in Recommendations No. 4
through No. 10.

This matter is now submitted to the Council for consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE



MEMBER VOTE
BONIN: YES
KORETZ: YES
BUSCAINO: YES
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ITEM No. 9 - A

MOTION

I MOVE that the matter of the Transportation Committee Report relative to establishing 
a permanent Al Fresco dining program in the City, Item No. 9 on today’s Council Agenda 
(CF 20-1074), BE AMENDED to instruct all relevant departments — EWDD, LADOT, DBS, 
City Planning, DOE and BSS - to come together and establish a single portal where all 
applications for temporary-to-permanent transitions of Al Fresco permits will be received 
(including on-street, sidewalk, and private property) and then funneled/transmitted to the 
relevant departments.

■c-

PRESENTED BY:
NITHYA RAMAN 
Councilwoman, 4th District

Ib y ASECONDED

October 20, 2021
ak
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November 17, 2021 
 

The Honorable Council 
Of the City of Los Angeles 
 
COUNCIL FILE 20-1074 EXPEDITIOUSLY TRANSITIONING LA AL FRESCO PROGRAM 
PARTICIPANTS INTO PERMANENT SIDEWALK DINING PERMITS

Dear Honorable Members: 

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Request the City Attorney to draft an ordinance to enable the Bureau of Engineering to 
utilize the Special Engineering Fee established in LAMC 61.14 to charge for Revocable 
Permits in cases where the time to process the Revocable Permit would be substantially 
less than the Tier 1 Revocable Permit fee would provide for.   

2. Direct the Bureau of Engineering to present an automated LA Al Fresco transition process 
to the Board of Public Works for their consideration 

3. Direct the Bureau of Engineering to report back to City Council within 30 days of the Board 
of Public Works action to provide an update on the proposed LA Al Fresco transition 
process. 

 
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION
 
On November 4, 2020, the City Council adopted a motion under Council File No. 20-1074, 
directing the Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA), the Los Angeles Department of Transportation 
(LADOT), and the Bureau of Engineering (BOE), with the assistance of the Bureau of Street 
Services (StreetsLA), the Department of Building and Safety and City Planning, the Los Angeles 
Fire Department, and the City Attorney, to report relative to the feasibility of developing a 
permanent LA Al Fresco Program that would allow for a streamline outdoor dining permit process, 
including but not limited to a potential program structure, eligibility criteria, safety and 
infrastructure requirements, and a plan that would enable interested businesses to opt-in to the 
permit program. 
 
On May 12, 2021, City Council adopted the following recommendations after hearing a CLA report 
dated March 11, 2021: 
 

1. Request the City Attorney to report on the feasibility of revising the LADOT People St. 
Program to allow restaurants exclusive use of the public right-of-way.

2. Instruct the BOE, working with the LADOT, to report with recommendations to revise the 
Sidewalk Dining Program and the People St. Program, as appropriate, to expeditiously 
transition all existing LA Al Fresco Pilot Program participants that are operating in the 
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public right-of-way into permanent sidewalk dining locations, including the identification of 
specific locations that can quickly be made permanent with minimal effort.

3. Instruct the Departments of Building and Safety, City Planning and the Los Angeles Fire 
Department to report with recommendations to develop a new category under the 
Restaurant and Small Business Express Program (RSBEP), or another appropriate 
regulatory framework, for outdoor dining on private property that is operating under the LA 
Al Fresco Pilot Program, including any changes to State, County, and City Codes needed 
to effectuate this program, including the identification of specific locations that can quickly 
be made permanent with minimal changes.

 
The subsequent joint report back on item 2 from BOE and LADOT related to sidewalk dining and 
street dining was submitted to the Council File Management System on September 29, 2021. The 
report recommended that the R-Permit process continue to be utilized for sidewalk dining 
approvals. The report also stated that the BOE was analyzing the current Sidewalk Dining Policy 
to identify potential ways that it could be streamlined, and that recommended changes would be 
presented to the Board of Public Works for consideration. 
 
On October 20, 2021, the City Council under Council File No. 20-1074 adopted the Transportation 
Committee Report relative to establishing a permanent LA Al Fresco dining program. The City 
Council action included the following instructions, among others: 
 

4. Direct the BOE to report in 30 days with recommendations to revise the Sidewalk Dining 
Program and R-Permit process to expeditiously transition all existing LA Al Fresco Pilot 
Program participants that are operating in the public right-of-way into permanent sidewalk 
dining locations, including outreach to participating businesses to determine their interest 
and an assessment of whether the revised program will accommodate their locations.

9. AMENDED on October 20, 2021: Instruct all relevant departments - EWDD, LADOT, DBS, 
City Planning, BOE, and BSS – to come together and establish a single portal where all 
applications for temporary-to-permanent transitions of Al Fresco permits will be received 
(including on-street, sidewalk, and private property) and then funneled/transmitted to the 
relevant departments.

10. Instruct the BOE and LADOT to report back on a special outdoor dining permit process by 
which a single business stakeholder representative like a Business Improvement District 
or a Chamber of Commerce, may apply for an outdoor dining permit that covers multiple 
businesses in a commercial corridor.

Also on October 20, 2021, the Board of Public Works adopted the revisions to the standard 
Sidewalk Dining Policy, listed as Transmittal 1 in the Board Package. The revisions simplified the 
sidewalk dining permit process and made it less expensive by lowering the Revocable Permit fee 
from a Tier 2 fee to a Tier 1 fee, except when a site investigation is deemed necessary. The 
following are the key modifications in the revised Sidewalk Dining Policy as compared to the 
previous Sidewalk Dining Policy.  
 

 Added the ability to front neighboring properties with property owner permission 
 Added a clarification of the Pedestrian Access Route (PAR) 
 Modified the sidewalk condition requirements 
 Reduced the base application fee for most applications by eliminating field investigations 

when not required 
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 Added noise restrictions 
 Added the ability of Business Improvement Districts and other approved third parties to 

satisfy some permitting requirements 
 
Implementation of these changes to the standard sidewalk dining policy set the baseline for 
consideration of further streamlining that may be provided for existing temporary use authorities 
under the LA Al Fresco program. With the new policy in place, and in response to 
Recommendation No. 4 from the Council action on October 20, 2021, the BOE is developing 
recommendations for an automated system that will provide a seamless and straightforward 
process to transition the approximately 1,600 LA Al Fresco temporary use authorities for sidewalk 
dining to permanent Revocable permits for all that would like to continue.  BOE anticipates 
presenting those to the Board of Public Works for their consideration in the next few weeks. In 
parallel, BOE will also work with LADOT to incorporate a streamlined transition of on-street dining 
authorizations from LA Al Fresco to Revocable permits, and that proposed process will be 
included in a separate report back to City Council. 
 
We anticipate that the recommended transition process for sidewalk dining will propose to waive 
many of the normal sidewalk dining requirements, and instead include the standard conditions 
and rules that apply to the LA Al Fresco program in a Revocable Permit that will be instantly and 
automatically issued upon application by an existing LA Al Fresco participant.  For those terms 
that are not waived in the streamlined transition, potentially such as the proof of insurance, the 
waiver of damages, and the payment of Sewerage Facilities Charges (SFCs) as applicable, we 
anticipate recommending a grace period of six months to submit such items after an automated 
permit issuance.  We propose to report back to City Council with an update on the details of that 
process after it has been acted on by the Board of Public Works. 
 
The primary reason that this report is being submitted prior to yet knowing the Board of Public 
Works’ determination on the accelerated transition process is related to the fee that would be 
charged for this automated permit issuance.  Currently, the lowest fee that exists for the issuance 
of a Revocable Permit is the Tier 1 fee of $556.  It is recommended that a new lower fee be 
considered for Revocable Permits that require significantly less effort than a regular Tier 1 
Revocable Permit.  Currently, there is an existing hourly fee called a “Special Engineering Fee” 
that is used to compensate for additional work related to permits.  That fee is currently $149/hour.  
It is estimated that one hour would be sufficient to process these automated permit issuances and 
the subsequent required submittals during the grace period.   
 
Therefore, it is recommended that City Council consider requesting that the City Attorney work 
with BOE to draft an ordinance that would allow the use of the special engineering fee in lieu of 
the normal Revocable Permit fees in cases where the processing time is three hours or less.  
Such an ordinance change would also be valuable for simple cases such as ownership changes 
of Revocable Permits.  Tying the fee for Revocable Permits that require minimal processing time 
to the Special Engineering Fee would be efficient because it would not require an individual fee 
analysis for periodic adjustments; it would simply change as the Special Engineering Fee is 
adjusted over the years. 
  

Current LA Al Fresco Revocable 
Permit Transition Fee 

Proposed LA Al Fresco Revocable 
Permit Transition Fee 

$556 (Tier 1 Fee) $149 (1-hr Special Engineering Fee) 
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Regarding the amended Recommendation No. 9 from the Council action on October 5, 2021, for 
a single application portal for LA Al Fresco transition applications, it is proposed that a tile be 
added to the “most popular services” section of the Build LA web page at https://buildla.lacity.org/
to serve as the single portal with links to two different systems – the BOE Revocable Permit web 
application for Revocable Permits for sidewalk dining and/or on street dining, and the LADBS 
system for private property dining. The effort that it would take to combine the BOE and LADBS 
systems fully would be very time consuming and would not provide a great benefit since the data 
collected by those systems would be very different. The BOE can import the LA Al Fresco data 
related to sidewalk and on street dining to our system to minimize the data entry required for those 
that want to apply to transition those approvals.  In cases where an applicant wants to transition 
both sidewalk dining and on-street dining, that will be able to be done under a single Revocable 
Permit with the addition of any applicable DOT review fees for the on-street component. 

Lastly, regarding Recommendation No. 10, this has been partially addressed in the revisions of 
the Sidewalk Dining Policy which were adopted by the Board of Public Works on October 20, 
2021, by officially allowing Business Improvement Districts to satisfy permit conditions.  However, 
it is not recommended to combine multiple locations into one permit because that will introduce 
difficulties in managing the permits, such as if some locations close or new ones open.  Any 
change to one location would require revising the entire permit for all locations.  It is recommended 
that with the new streamlined permitting procedures that individual permits would be efficient even 
when multiple locations are supported by a Business Improvement District.  
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Ted Allen at ted.allen@lacity.org. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gary Lee Moore, PE, ENV SP 
City Engineer 

GLM/TA/:jgr 
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FILE NO. 20-1074 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT relative to expeditiously transitioning the Al Fresco dining 
program participants into permanent sidewalk dining permits. 
 
Recommendations for Council action: 
 

1. REQUEST the City Attorney to draft an ordinance to enable the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) to 
utilize the Special Engineering Fee established in LAMC 61.14 to charge for Revocable Permits 
in cases where the time to process the Revocable Permit would be substantially less than 
provided in the Tier 1 Revocable Permit fee.  

 
2. DIRECT the BOE to present an automated LA Al Fresco transition process to the Board of Public 

Works (BPW) for their consideration  
 

3. DIRECT the BOE to report to Council within 30 days of the BPW action to provide an update on 
the proposed LA Al Fresco transition process. 

 
Fiscal Impact Statement: None submitted by the BOE. Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the 
Chief Legislative Analyst has completed a financial analysis of this report. 
 
Community Impact Statement:  None submitted 
 
(Transportation Committee waived consideration of the above matter) 
 
SUMMARY 
 
At the meeting held on November 24, 2021, your Public Works Committee considered a  BOE report 
relative to expeditiously transitioning the Al Fresco dining program participants into permanent sidewalk 
dining permits. 
 
After an opportunity for public comment, the Committee moved to approve the BOE’s recommendations, 
as detailed above. This matter is now forwarded to the Council for its consideration. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
MEMBER  VOTE 
BLUMENFIELD  YES 
LEE  YES 
DE LEÓN  YES 
O'FARRELL  YES 
KORETZ  ABSENT 
 
ME 11/24/21 
 

-NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL COUNCIL ACTS- 
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Sidewalk Dining Policy

The following are the policy requirements for R-permits authorizing sidewalk dining within 
the City of Los Angeles. 

1. Allowable Location of Sidewalk Dining Area
Sidewalk dining may be allowed by the City Engineer in any portion of the sidewalk
area fronting a property provided that an acceptable Pedestrian Access Route
(PAR) is provided along the frontage of the portion of the property proposed to
contain sidewalk dining, and when applicable, connecting to the property entrance.
Sidewalk dining may be allowed in an area fronting adjoining properties if written
consent is obtained from adjoining property owners.

2. Minimum Clearance
The minimum required clear space between encroachments (tables and chairs)
and fixed street amenities such as poles, parking meters, tree wells, street lights,
and signs shall be 4 feet, provided that 5-foot by 5-foot passing areas are provided
at 200-foot intervals. The applicant must identify the PAR which shall be clear of
obstructions including but not limited to queue lines and restaurant workers. Any
violation may result in revocation of the R-Permit.

Exemptions to the 4-foot minimum PAR width around isolated barriers, such as 
tree wells, not more than once per every 20 feet, may be granted by the City Engineer. 

3. Railings
Fixed railings or barriers (42-inch maximum in height) shall be required if the clear
space between the sidewalk dining area to the curb or other fixed amenities is less
than 5 feet. If the clear space is 5 feet or more, rails or barriers are not required.
Non-fixed rails may be allowed when the clearance is 5 feet or more, subject to the
Bureau of Engineering (BOE) approval.

4. Sidewalk Condition
The PAR fronting proposed dining area will be evaluated by the applicant based
on the criteria listed below.

● Vertical Displacement (uplift) – Shall not exceed 1/2 inch.

● Horizontal Displacement (cracks/gaps) –Shall not exceed 1 inch.

If the condition of the PAR fronting proposed outside dining area does not meet 
the above-listed conditions, it will be required to be remediated or repaired to meet 
the above criteria or be removed and replaced to be Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) compliant. The area of the sidewalk assessment shall include all the 
frontage of the proposed sidewalk dining area plus a 10-foot minimum transition 
on each end satisfactory to the City Engineer. The 10-foot transition area may be 
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reduced to the minimum practical length determined by the City Engineer in cases 
where it would cross to a neighboring property. 

5. Sidewalk Dining Area
The BOE shall approve the space available for use for sidewalk dining based on
the conditions outlined in this report. There is no set limit to the number of sidewalk
dining seats that the BOE may approve.

6. Sewerage Facilities Charge (SFC)
SFC fees shall be required for all additional outdoor seating based on the number
of seats allowed.

7. Sidewalk Dining Permit Processing Fee
The processing fee for a Sidewalk Dining Permit is as follows:

● Tier 1 R-Permit Fee for permits that do not require field investigations. All
Sidewalk Dining Permit applications shall be subject to a Tier I fee unless it is
determined by BOE staff that a field investigation is needed.

● Tier 2 R-Permit Fee for permits that require field investigations, as determined
by the BOE.

● Tier 3 R-Permit Fee for the cases where Board approval is required to deviate
from the sidewalk policy or there is a request to appeal a BOE decision to the Board.

8. Display Permit
The display permit shall be posted in plain view from the outside of the restaurant.
Citations and penalty fees may be assessed for non-compliance.

9. Maintenance
The sidewalk and dining area shall be maintained in a clean and uncluttered
manner at all times. All food or drink spills, and trash of any kind, must be
immediately removed from the sidewalk area. Private dining trash must be
collected and deposited in private trash receptacles, not placed in public trash
receptacles.

10. Waiver of Damages
A Waiver of Damages shall be signed by an entity with signatory authority on
behalf of the property owner, lessee or an applicant assistant authorized by
the BOE; notarized by a notary public; submitted to the BOE for review; and if
signed on behalf of the property owner it shall be recorded with the Los Angeles
County Recorder’s Office.

11. Liability Insurance
Proof of liability insurance shall be renewed annually with the Risk Management
Group of the City Administrative Officer.
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12. R-Permit Requirements (RPR) and Expiration  

The BOE will prepare the RPR, which is list of conditions that must be met prior 
to issuance of the R-Permit for sidewalk dining along with a deadline to meet the 
listed conditions. The deadline is generally one year from the release of RPR by 
the City Engineer, but it may be shorter or longer as determined to be appropriate 
by the City Engineer. Should the applicant fail to meet the condition by the 
specified deadline, the application will expire unless an extension is granted.  

 
A new R-Permit application and fee will be required in such cases where the 
application expires and/or where the applicant desires to change the scope of 
work to the extent that it requires an additional investigation and review. In cases 
where the scope change is minor compared to the original scope, the City 
Engineer may charge a Tier 1 R-Permit Fee for subsequent applications. 

 
13. Appeals 

Appeals of a BOE determination may be made only by the permit applicant, and 
must be submitted in writing to the Board of Public Works Executive Officer within 
thirty days of the BOE determination. Appeals shall be heard by the Board. 

 
14. Change of Permit Ownership 

A change in property or restaurant ownership shall require a new Sidewalk Dining 
Permit in cases where the prior owner, or their authorized signatory, was the 
permitee for sidewalk dining. 

 
● A Tier 1 R-Permit Fee shall be required if no changes are proposed to the 

layout of the existing dining area. A new Waiver of Damages and Proof of 
Liability Insurance will be required to be signed and notarized.  
 

● Refer to paragraph 7 for fee schedule if changes are proposed to the layout 
of the existing dining area. 

 
15. Non-Compliance 

The StreetsLA Investigation and Enforcement Division, will be notified to 
investigate any complaints. Citations may be issued for non-compliance. Permit 
violations may result in revocation of the permit. 

 
16. Encroachments Not Authorized by the Permit  

Encroachments that are not specifically authorized under the R-Permit, such as 
heaters, fans, drop down enclosures, signs, planters, music equipment and valet 
podiums, shall not be allowed in the dining area. 

 
17. Alcohol 

Serving alcohol requires a Conditional Use Permit from the Department of City 
Planning and a permit from the California Department of Alcohol Beverage 
Control. Because alcohol falls under the jurisdiction of those entities and not the 
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Board, Sidewalk Dining Permits will allow for serving or possessing alcohol within 
the sidewalk dining area provided proper permits and approvals are obtained for 
such use from the appropriate agencies.  

 
18. Revocation Process 

A Sidewalk Dining Permit may be revoked at any time. If revoked, the permittee 
shall remove all encroachments at no cost to the City and restore the public 
right-of-way to the satisfaction of the City Engineer. 

 
19. Smoking 

Smoking is not allowed within 10 feet of the sidewalk dining area, per the LAMC 
Sections 41.50.A.5.a and 41.50.B.2.c. 

 
20. Noise Restriction 

All sidewalk dining areas shall operate no later than 10:30 p.m. if adjacent to any 
residential areas (this includes mixed-use). 

 
21. Technical Review 

The BOE will conduct a technical review of the proposed encroachments to 
ensure that the designs are safe, that the materials are suitable for the public 
right-of-way; and that the encroachments will not damage or restrict access to 
existing sidewalks, street trees or other infrastructure. As a part of the technical 
review, the BOE will also review the cumulative impact to the general area to 
ensure that adequate space remains for the other sidewalk functions that exist 
at the site. The BOE may establish more detailed rules regarding sidewalk dining 
within the framework of the Board Sidewalk Dining Policy. The complete rules for 
the program shall be made available in the online BOE Permit Manual which may 
be found at https://engpermitmanual.lacity.org/.  

 
22. Compliance with Other Regulations 

In addition to the Board Policy on Sidewalk Dining, permittees must comply with 
all other applicable regulations including, but not limited to, state and county 
health regulations. 

 
23. Applicant Assistance 

Business Improvement Districts may assist with completing some of the 
requirements of this policy such as the preparation of the application and the 
signing of the Waiver of Damages. The City Engineer may use their discretion to 
allow other entities that want to assist that are not the owner or lessee. 
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Lastly, this report also addresses a past instruction from City Council in Council File 
No. 13-0658 that includes recommendation number three as follows: 
 

Instruct the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) to review its current policy on sidewalk 
dining within the public right-of-way in requiring the maintenance of a seven-foot 
space between encroachments (tables and chairs) and existing obstructions 
such as power poles, street lights, parking meters and tree wells for feasibility of 
changing the space requirement to a smaller space requirement. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
The sidewalk policy recommendations in this report propose the following changes to 
the current BOE Sidewalk Dining Policy: 
 
 Elimination of separate Historic Core Pilot Program and consolidation to one 

citywide sidewalk dining policy. 
 

 Incorporation of Historic Core Pilot Program waiver of neighbor notification 
requirements. 
 

 Reduction of the minimum allowed width of the Pedestrian Access Route (PAR) from 
seven to four feet. 
 

 Requirement for fixed railings when a PAR of less than five feet is provided. 
 

 Elimination of bi-annual $300 inspection fee. 
 

 Addition of new requirement that sidewalks in the sidewalk dining area and 10 feet 
beyond meet ADA requirements, with an exception allowed for cross slope only.  

 
Sidewalk Dining Policy 
 

The following are the policy requirements for revocable permits authorizing sidewalk 
dining within the City of Los Angeles (City). 
 
1. Allowable Location of Sidewalk Dining Area  

 

Sidewalk dining may be allowed by the City Engineer in any portion of the 
sidewalk area fronting a property provided that an acceptable PAR is provided 
along the frontage of the portion of the property proposed to contain sidewalk 
dining, and when applicable, connecting to the property entrance. 

 
2. Minimum Clearance 
 

The minimum required clear space between encroachments (tables and chairs) 
and fixed street amenities such as poles, parking meters, tree wells, street lights 
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and signs shall be four feet, provided that ADA compliant passing areas are 
provided at 200 feet intervals. 

 
3. Railings 

 

Fixed railings or barriers (42-inch maximum in height) shall be required if the clear 
space between the sidewalk dining area to the curb or other fixed amenities is less than 
five feet. If the clear space is five feet or more, rails or barriers are not required. Non-
fixed rails may be allowed when the clearance is five feet or more, subject to BOE 
approval. 

 
4. ADA Compliant Sidewalks 

 

The Sidewalk area fronting proposed dining area will be evaluated by BOE staff 
based on the three ADA requirements listed below. 

 
 Vertical Displacement (uplift) - Need not to exceed ¼ inch. 

 
 Sidewalk Cross-slope - Need not to exceed a 2 percent slope. 

 
 Horizontal Displacement (cracks and crumbling) - Need not to exceed a ¼ inch 

gap. 
 

If the condition of the sidewalk fronting proposed outside dining area does not meet 
all above-listed conditions, it will be required to be repaired or removed and replaced 
to be ADA compliant. However, if the only deficiency is the cross slope of up to 4 
percent the sidewalk will not be required to be repaired. The area of the sidewalk 
assessment shall include all the frontage of the proposed outside dining area plus a 
10-foot minimum transition on each end satisfactory to the City Engineer. The 10-
foot transition area may be reduced to the minimum practical length determined by 
the City Engineer in cases where it would cross to a neighboring property. 

 
5. Sidewalk Dining Area  

 

The allowable number of seats shall be determined by the available dining area. The 
available dining area shall comply with the Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 
12.03 (Outdoor Eating Area), as applied to private property by the Department of 
Building and Safety, which is an area no larger than 50 percent of the dining area of 
the ground floor restaurant. 
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6. Sewerage Facilities Charge (SFC)  
 

SFC fees shall be required for all additional outdoor seating based on the number 
of seats allowed. 

 
7. Sidewalk Dining Permit Processing Fee 

 

  The processing fee for a Sidewalk Dining Permit is as follows:  
 

 Tier 2 Revocable Permit Fee. 
  
 Tier 3 Revocable Permit Fee for the cases where Board approval is required to 

deviate from the sidewalk policy or there is a request to appeal a BOE decision 
to the Board. 

 
8. Display Permit  
 

 The display permit (Transmittal No. 2) shall be posted in plain view from the outside 
of the restaurant.  Citations and penalty fees may be assessed for non-compliance. 

 
9. Maintenance 

 

The sidewalk and dining area shall be maintained in a clean and uncluttered 
manner at all times. 

 
10. Waiver of Damages  

 

A Waiver of Damages shall be signed and notarized by the restaurant owner or 
managing partner. 

 
11. Liability Insurance  

 

Proof of liability insurance shall be renewed annually with the Risk Management 
Group of the City Administrative Officer. 

 
12. Revocable Permit Requirements (RPR) Letter and Expiration  

 

The BOE will prepare a RPR letter, which is a list of conditions that must be met 
prior to issuance of the revocable permit for sidewalk dining along with a deadline to 
meet the listed conditions. The deadline is generally one year from the date of the 
RPR letter, but may be shorter or longer as determined to be appropriate by the 
City Engineer. Should the applicant fail to meet the condition by the specified 
deadline, the application will expire.   

 
A new revocable permit application and fee will be required in such cases where 
the application expires and/or where the applicant desires to change the scope of 
work to the extent that it requires an additional investigation and RPR letter. In 
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cases where the scope change is minor compared to the original scope, the City 
Engineer may charge a Tier 1 Revocable Permit fee for subsequent applications. 
 

13. Appeals 
 

Appeals of all BOE determinations shall be heard by the Board.   
 

14. Change of Permit Ownership  
 

A change in ownership shall require a new sidewalk dining permit. 
 

 A Tier 1 Revocable Permit Fee shall be required if no changes are proposed to 
the layout of the existing dining area. A new Waiver of Damages and Proof of 
Liability Insurance will be required to be signed and notarized. 
 

 Refer to paragraph 7 for fee schedule if changes are proposed to the layout of 
the existing dining area 

 
15. Non-Compliance  

 

The Bureau of Street Services Investigation and Enforcement Division will be 
notified to investigate any complaints. Citations may be issued for non-compliance. 

 
16. Other Encroachments  

 

Encroachments that are not specifically authorized under the revocable permit, 
such as heaters, fans, drop down enclosures, signs and valet podiums, shall not be 
allowed in the dining area.  

 
17. Alcohol 

 

Serving alcohol requires a Conditional Use Permit from the Department of City 
Planning and a permit from the California Department of Alcohol Beverage Control. 
Because alcohol falls under the jurisdiction of those entities and not the Board, 
sidewalk dining permits will allow for serving or possessing alcohol within the 
sidewalk dining area provided proper permits and approvals are obtained for such 
use from the appropriate agencies.  

 
18. Revocation Process  

 

A sidewalk dining permit may be revoked at any time. If revoked, the permittee shall 
remove all encroachments at no cost to the City and restore the public right-of-way 
to the satisfaction of the City Engineer.  
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M O T I ON  
 
 
 I HEREBY MOVE that Council AMEND the Transportation Committee report relative to developing 
a permanent Al Fresco program (Item No. 39, Council file No. 20-1074) to include the following 
recommendation: 
 
DIRECT the CLA, LADOT, and the Bureau of Engineering, with the assistance of the Bureau of  
Street Services, the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety and the Department of City  
Planning, the Los Angeles Fire Department, and any other departments, as needed, to closely 
examine and consider the San Pedro Outdoor Dining Pilot Program as a potential option when 
developing recommendations relative to the feasibility of creating a citywide permanent Al Fresco 
program. 
 
 

PRESENTED BY: ____________________________ 
                                JOE BUSCAINO 

          Councilmember, 15th District  
  
 

SECONDED BY: _____________________________ 
         MIKE BONIN  
         Councilmember, 11th District 
 
November 4, 2020 
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Date: September 29, 2021 

To: Honorable City Council 
c/o City Clerk, Room 395, City Hall 
Attention: Honorable Mike Bonin, Chair, Transportation Committee 

From: Gary Lee Moore, City Engineer 
Bureau of Engineering 

Seleta J. Reynolds, General Manager
Department of Transportation 

Subject: SIDEWALK DINING AND PEOPLE ST. PROGRAM L.A. AL FRESCO UPDATE 

SUMMARY 

In response to CF 20-1074, this report recommends a permitting process for existing and new L.A. AI 
Fresco participants to operate in the public right-of-way. This will allow for continued use of the public 
right-of-way for dining, but does not address all programmatic details needed for a permanent outdoor 
dining program.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council: 
1. REQUEST the City Attorney, with the assistance of the Los Angeles Department of

Transportation (LADOT), to draft an ordinance to establish application fees for on-street dining;
2. AUTHORIZE the LADOT to report back on the application fees collected for FY 2021-22 and seek

Council approval to set up an appropriation account within Department of Transportation Trust
Fund No. 840 based on the expenditure plan for the fees collected;

3. DIRECT LADOT to report back in 90 days with grant eligibility criteria and a process for selecting
and prioritizing locations for funding through the contractual services provided for in the Fiscal
Year 2022 budget.

BACKGROUND 

In November 2020, the City Council directed the Chief Legislative Analyst (CLA), with the support of 
several departments, to report on the feasibility of developing a permanent Al Fresco Program.  

The CLA report, presented to Council in March 2021, outlines the City’s existing authority to issue 
private use permits for the public right-of-way. Under the COVID-19 emergency order, LADOT and the 
Bureau of Engineering (BOE) issue temporary use authorizations that allow businesses to set up outdoor 
dining in the public right-of-way. When the emergency order and the temporary L.A. Al Fresco Program 

Electronically signed by 21866



The Honorable City Council  -2-  September 29, 2021 
 

expire, these temporary use authorizations will become invalid and businesses will need to obtain a 
revocable permit (R-Permit) for continued use of the sidewalk or on-street space for private use. As 
defined in LAMC Section 62.118.2, only BOE can issue R-Permits. The City’s existing Sidewalk Dining 
Program has established procedures for obtaining R-Permits for sidewalk dining. In order to transition 
from temporary to permanent on-street dining, the City needs to establish the procedures for obtaining 
an R-Permit for on-street locations, including the fees associated with application review and meter 
revenue recovery. 
 
On May 24, 2021, the City Council directed BOE and LADOT to report with recommendations on revising 
the Sidewalk Dining Program and the People St. Program to transition all existing L.A. AI Fresco Pilot 
Program participants that are operating in the public right-of-way into permanent sidewalk dining 
locations, including the identification of specific locations that can quickly be made permanent with 
minimal effort.  
 
Al Fresco temporary use authorizations are currently set to expire on December 31, 2021. LADOT’s 
authority to create temporary use authorizations for on-street dining, as established by the Mayor’s 
Directive on L.A. Al Fresco will remain in effect for six months following the end of the City’s Safer L.A. 
Emergency Order, pursuant to the Council action (CF 20-1074-S1).   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Sidewalk Dining  
 
The BOE recommends applying the existing Sidewalk Dining Program for establishments that want to 
continue offering sidewalk dining after the Al Fresco emergency order program ends. The current 
Sidewalk Dining Program rules are available in the BOE permit manual at 
https://engpermitmanual.lacity.org/revocable-r-permits/technical-procedures/02-sidewalk-dining. BOE 
is in the process of submitting a report to the Board of Public Works recommending consideration of 
certain policy changes that would simplify the process for applicants.  
 
Implementation 
 
BOE issued over 1,600 sidewalk dining temporary use authorizations since the launch of the program. 
BOE automatically approved Al Fresco emergency response authorizations for sidewalk dining upon 
completion of the application and self-certification to the program requirements. 
 
BOE proposes to use the existing R-Permit process to transition these L.A. Al Fresco participants to the 
Sidewalk Dining Program as described in the BOE report dated June 16, 2021, under CF 20-0499. 
Businesses will need to apply for a Sidewalk Dining R-Permit. BOE anticipates that existing Al Fresco 
installations that meet the existing Al Fresco Sidewalk Dining Program requirements will generally be 
straightforward to transition to the regular Sidewalk Dining Program. 
 
Staff Resources 
 
Additional staff resources needs are unknown at this time. BOE estimates that there may be a need for 
up to three additional staff to support the Sidewalk Dining Program depending on the volume of 
applications received. Due to the high degree of uncertainty of the application volume, BOE is not 
requesting positions at this time but may request them in the future if it appears that they are needed.  
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On-Street Dining  
 
LADOT’s People St Program launched in 2014 to allow community groups to transform street space for 
public use. People St projects remain publicly accessible and are not tied to any individual business or 
organization. LADOT reviews and approves all applications to the People St Program and enters into an 
agreement with the applicant for the management, maintenance, and operation of the public space. 
Once that agreement is approved and all fees are paid, BOE issues an A-Permit for construction in the 
right-of-way. 
 
Unlike the People St community partners, L.A. Al Fresco participants seek exclusive use of street space if 
they are to invest in and assume liability for on-street dining. LADOT recommends creating a stand-alone 
Al Fresco permitting process similar to the People St Program, to authorize long-term private use of 
street space for dining. In addition to an agreement and an A-Permit, the Al Fresco permitting process 
will require an R-Permit to allow for private use of the public right-of-way. Al Fresco applications will be 
accepted on a rolling basis.  
 
LADOT will continue to partner with BOE to finalize a new inter-departmental application review and 
permitting process to establish on-street Al Fresco spaces. Upon adoption of the ordinance to establish 
application fees for on-street dining, LADOT will notify the businesses with temporary on-street dining 
authorizations and will provide an opportunity for these locations to apply prior to a full launch of the 
permanent program.  
 
As of this report, 154 restaurants currently operate curbside dining areas. LADOT has already performed 
an engineering feasibility review of authorized on-street Al Fresco dining locations and anticipates that 
these dining areas can quickly be permitted through the permanent program, contingent upon 
compliance with land use conditions and permanent program requirements.  
 
Application and Design Requirements 

 
LADOT will review applications for suitability based on speed limit, the number of travel lanes, curb 
color, parking availability, and the distance to fire hydrants.  If an on-street dining installation overlaps a 
neighboring property’s frontage, LADOT will require a written agreement from that property owner.  

 
In October 2020, LADOT received one-time funding from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act, which allowed LADOT to purchase and install traffic control devices for on-street 
dining areas. Therefore, since its launch, L.A. Al Fresco has been free for restaurants to apply and 
participate. Without additional funding moving forward, applicants will need to purchase and install 
these traffic control devices at the direction of LADOT. 
 
LADOT will provide specific guidelines as to what can be built within the dining area, will review and 
approve an applicant’s design plans, and will inspect furnishings and structures after installation and on 
an ongoing basis to ensure compliance. Dining areas will need to include materials that are easily 
removable for street maintenance and emergencies and will need to comply with ADA requirements. 
Permanent program guidelines will require additional design guidance and conditions of approval from 
other departments such as the Los Angeles Fire Department and the Department of Building and Safety 
pursuant to requirements for health and safety. 

 
Environmental Review 
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LADOT filed a Notice of Exemption (NOE) for temporary on-street dining under the current L.A. Al Fresco 
emergency response program. This exemption states the Project is categorically exempt by statute 
under Section 15269 of the State CEQA Guidelines. LADOT will need to perform an environmental 
review process and determine if the Department can file a programmatic NOE for permanent on-street 
dining. The repurposing of parking for outdoor dining should be categorically exempt. LADOT will need 
to draft, sign, and file the subsequent CEQA documents prior to the launch of the permanent program. 

 
California Coastal Commission Permitting 

 
In July 2020, the California Coastal Commission (CCC) provided the City with a waiver of coastal 
development permitting requirements for the L.A. Al Fresco Program while Executive Order N-33-20 and 
City’s emergency order are in place. This determination is based on the City’s acknowledgment that the 
proposed development will not result in the erection of any permanent structures valued at more than 
$25,000. 

 
LADOT has identified 18 curbside dining areas and two parking lane closures that are within the coastal 
zone boundary and may be subject to permit requirements after the emergency order ends. These 
businesses will need to file for a Coastal Permit exemption, which the Department of City Planning will 
review. 
 
Staff Resources 

 
In the Fiscal Year 2022 budget, City Council provided LADOT resolution authority and six-months funding 
for three positions to support the future Al Fresco Program - one Supervising Transportation Planner I, 
one Engineering Associate III, and one Management Analyst. These positions will provide LADOT with 
the resources to permit existing on-street dining participants for permanent operation, as well as 
reviewing and processing new applications at a later date. LADOT can begin the hiring process for these 
three positions after January 2022. 
 
Grant Opportunities 

 
The Fiscal Year 2022 budget includes one-time contractual services funding in the amount of $1,614,791 
to create grant opportunities for restaurants in low-income neighborhoods to set up outdoor dining 
areas. LADOT is assessing the datasets and methodology needed to determine the eligibility criteria, the 
process for grant distribution, and the types of expenditures the grants could cover.  
 
Costs  
 
LADOT recommends fees associated with application review and use of metered spaces in order to 
make the program cost-neutral, unless the City identifies additional funding sources or other cost 
recovery mechanisms.  
 
The CAO has reviewed and approved LADOT’s fee study for application review. This study recommends 
the following fees specifically for on-street dining applicants. 
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Application Review Fee (for existing participants): $1,200 
Application Review Fee (for new participants): $1,500 
Parking Meter Head Removal: $230 first meter + $58 each additional 
Parking Meter Usage Fees: Options for annual usage fees can include full cost recovery based on meter 
rate and hours (approximately $1,500 - $17,500 per space), historical revenue generated by a meter 
(approximately $450 - $9,000 per space), or no usage fees. Options may also include subsidies for the 
first year and/or payment plans.  
 
Applicants would pay these fees directly to LADOT. Upon approval by LADOT, the business would pay an 
R-Permit Tier 1 fee ($556) and a Sewer Facility Charge to BOE. If the on-street dining area requires minor 
construction, the business would need to apply for an A-Permit.  
 
A new ordinance is required to implement a permanent permit process with associated fees.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Over 60% of Al Fresco curbside dining areas use one or more paid parking spaces, which include single-
space meters and paid parking stalls. Currently, restaurants have repurposed 297 single-space parking 
meters and 41 paid parking stalls for on-street dining. The annual revenue generated by these paid 
parking spaces totaled $1,082,668 in 2019. This presents a long-term fiscal impact to the Special Parking 
Revenue Fund (SPRF).  
 
One hundred fifty-four (154) businesses are currently operating on the street in curbside dining areas. If 
these businesses apply into the permanent program, this would result in one-time application review 
fees totaling $184,800. LADOT recommends depositing these fees into the Department of 
Transportation Trust Fund No. 840 to support an expenditure plan for staff positions. 
 
SJR:DM:jg 
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Recyclable and made from recycled waste.AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

June 16, 2021 

The Honorable Curren D. Price, Jr., Chair 
Economic Development and Jobs Committee  
Los Angeles City Council 

The Honorable Bob Blumenfield, Chair 
Public Works Committee  
Los Angeles City Council 

c/o Michael Espinosa 
Office of the City Clerk 
City Hall, Room 395 

COUNCIL FILE 20-0499 CORONAVIRUS/SAFER AT HOME/FOOD AND BEVERAGE 
INDUSTRY OPERATIONS/STREAMLINE CITY PROCESS AND APPROVALS 

Dear Councilmembers: 

RECOMMENDATION 

Receive and file this report. 

BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION 

On January 12, 2021, the City Council approved a report from the Economic Development 
Committee which contained the following Public Works Committee adopted the subject motion 
with the following instruction, among others: 

INSTRUCT the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) to evaluate and report on the following 
possible changes in operations generated from the Food and Beverage Working Group 
discussions: 

a. Coordinate with other City departments, as appropriate, and to report to Mayor
and Council with options available to streamline the process of permitting sidewalk 
dining, including the potential for the City to adopt the streamlined Al Fresco permit 
process model, including implementing a fee for program cost recovery. 
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b. Work with the City Attorney’s Office to assess whether the current liability waiver 
and insurance requirements address liability concerns. 

This report is a progress update on this first instruction.  BOE has met with various City 
stakeholders to discuss the most efficient and effective way to transition existing Al Fresco 
sidewalk dining temporary approvals to regular approvals.  After weighing alternatives with the 
stakeholders, the recommended approach to transition the sidewalk dining approvals is to 
continue to use the existing revocable permit process, but to analyze the Board of Public Works 
(BPW) policy on sidewalk dining to see if there are any revisions that could be recommended to 
be changed.    
 
This approach is recommended because it is not the permit process itself that has been an issue 
for most applicants, but rather the City requirements that exist for sidewalk dining applications.  
Continuing to use the existing permitting vehicle would allow for faster implementation because a 
new permit and related processes would not have to be developed, and staff would not have to 
be retrained to learn a new process.  BOE believes that this approach would provide the best 
balance of making the process easier on applicants while at the same time maximizing the 
processing efficiency of BOE staff. 
 
BOE has analyzed all of the individual components of the existing BPW sidewalk dining policy 
and is drafting a Board Report containing recommended policy revisions for BPW consideration 
that would streamline the sidewalk dining process for applicants.  BOE is nearing completion of 
the Board Report and expects to have it submitted for BPW consideration about a month from the 
date of this report. 
 
Regarding instruction 1b and the request to revisit liability and insurance requirements, BOE has 
met with the City Attorney’s office and in general the current revocable permit liability waiver and 
insurance requirements are satisfactory, although there may be some fine tuning of the language 
in the liability waiver.  We will continue to meet with the City Attorney’s office to finalize any 
language modifications. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact BOE Deputy City Engineer, Ted 
Allen, at ted.allen@lacity.org.  
 
  Sincerely,  

  
  

Gary Lee Moore, PE, ENV SP  
  City Engineer 
 
GLM/TA/:jgr 
 
Q:\GLM\City Engineer\GLM Signed Documents\2021 Documents\21-06-16 Al Fresco CF20-
0499.docx 
 
cc: Jennifer McDowell, Office of the Mayor 

Electronically signed by 21866
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ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance amending Section 62.118.2 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code to
authorize the use of the Special Engineering Fee for certain Revocable Permit
applications, and to authorize a Department of Transportation Application Review Fee
for Revocable Permit applications for roadway dining areas.

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 62.118.2 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is amended to
read as follows:

SEC. 62.118.2. IMPROVEMENTS IN PUBLIC STREETS - ISSUANCE OF
REVOCABLE PERMITS.

(a) Revocable Permits.

Where the City Engineer finds that a building, structure, or improvement
maintained or proposed to be constructed within a public street will not interfere
with the maintenance or use of the street, and is not intended for use by the
public, the Bureau of Engineering (Bureau) may issue one or more permits for
the maintenance or proposed construction of such building, structure, or
improvement, or for an excavation in connection with such maintenance or
construction. The Bureau shall charge and collect a fee to conduct an
investigation to determine whether to issue a permit pursuant to the provisions of
this section, and shall charge a fee of $556 if no field investigation is required
(Tier 1 fee), and shall charge a fee of $1,854 if a field investigation is required
(Tier 2 fee).

For Revocable Permit applications submitted under this subsection where
the Bureau anticipates the staff time to process the permit application is three
hours or less and for which no field investigation is required, the Bureau shall
charge only the hourly Special Engineering Fee at the rate set forth in Section
61.14 of this Code in lieu of the Tier 1 fee. In such case, an applicant for a
Revocable Permit must pay, before the Bureau provides any services, a deposit
corresponding to the time the Bureau estimates will be needed to process the
Revocable Permit application. If, before completion of the processing of the
Revocable Permit application, the Bureau determines that additional time is
needed to process the application, the Bureau may require the applicant to pay
an additional deposit corresponding to the time the Bureau estimates will be
needed to complete the processing of the application, up to a maximum of three
hours total.

If an applicant paid the Special Engineering Fee and the Bureau
determines that more than three hours of Bureau staff time is necessary to

1
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process and determine whether to issue the Revocable Permit, the Tier 1 fee 
shall apply, and the Bureau shall charge and collect from the applicant the Tier 1 
fee, including a credit for any Special Engineering Fees already paid.

If an applicant paid a Tier 1 fee and the Bureau of Engineering determines 
that it will be required to conduct a field investigation, the Bureau shall charge 
and collect from the applicant a fee of $1,298, in addition to the $556 already 
paid. If the Bureau is required to prepare a report of its investigation for 
consideration by the Board, the applicant shall not owe a Tier 1 or Tier 2 fee, and 
instead the Bureau shall charge and collect its actual costs (Tier 3 fee) and a 
deposit of such costs as determined and collected pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 61.15 of this Code.

(b) Revocable Permits - Roadway Dining Areas.

In addition to the fees required in Subsection (a), an application for a 
Revocable Permit for the purpose of establishing a Roadway Dining Area shall 
be subject to the following Department of Transportation fees.

0) Application Review Fee - Existing Roadway Dining Area.

An applicant requesting a Revocable Permit for a Roadway Dining 
Area who already received a temporary use authorization for Roadway 
dining under the L A. Al Fresco Program during the 2020-2022 COVID-19 
pandemic and “Safer at Home” declarations shall be charged a 
Department of Transportation Application Review Fee of $1,200.

(2) Application Review Fee - New Roadway Dining Area.

An applicant requesting a Revocable Permit for a Roadway Dining 
Area who did not receive a temporary use authorization for Roadway 
dining under the L.A. Al Fresco Program during the 2020-2022 COVID-19 
pandemic and “Safer at Home” declarations shall be charged a 
Department of Transportation Application Review Fee of $1,500.

2



Sec. 2. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and have it 
published in accordance with Council policy, either in a daily newspaper circulated in 
the City of Los Angeles or by posting for ten days in three public places in the City of 
Los Angeles: one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to the 
Los Angeles City Hall; one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street 
entrance to the Los Angeles City Hall East; and one copy on the bulletin board located 
at the Temple Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of Records.

Approved as to Form and Legality

MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney

By
EDWARD M. JORDAN 
Assistant City Attorney

Date

File No. 20-1074

M:\GENERAL COUNSEL DIVISION\ORDINANCES AND REPORTS\ORDINANCES FINAL YELLOW\LAMC 62.118.2 Ordinance 
Revocable Permits - Outdoor Dining - Fees.docx

The Clerk of the City of Los Angeles 
hereby certifies that the foregoing 
ordinance was passed by the Council 
of the City of Los Angeles.

CITY CLERK MAYOR

<£LCX +f-

Ordinance Passed December 6, 2022 Approved 12/10/2022

Published Date: 12/19/2022 
Ordinance Effective Date: 01/19/2023



LOS ANGELES CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
200 North Spring Street, Room 272, Los Angeles, California, 90012-4801, (213) 978-1300 

www.planning.lacity.org 

  LETTER OF DETERMINATION 

MAILING DATE: MAY 9, 2023 

Case No. CPC-2022-8179-CA   Council District: Citywide 
CEQA: ENV-2022-8180-CE 
Plan Area: Citywide 

Project Site:  Citywide 

Applicant:  City of Los Angeles 

At its meeting of April 27, 2023, the Los Angeles City Planning Commission took the actions 
below in conjunction with the approval of the following Code Amendment: 

An ordinance amending Sections 12.03, 12.10.5, 12.11.5, 12.12.2, 12.13, 12.13.5, 12.14, 12.21, 
12.21.1, 12.22, 12.24, and 16.02.1 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) to clarify and 
streamline Zoning Code regulations regarding outdoor dining on private property. Outdoor dining 
that complies with the applicable standards would be permitted as a by-right use in any zones 
where restaurants are currently permitted. Any outdoor alcohol service would continue to require 
compliance with all applicable zoning regulations as stated in an existing or new discretionary 
approval or in compliance with the proposed new ministerial approval. 

1. Determined, based on the whole of the administrative record, that the Project is exempt from
CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, Sections 15303 and 15311, and California Public
Resources Code Section 21080.25 , and there is no substantial evidence demonstrating that
an exception to a Categorical Exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, Section 15300.2
applies;

2. Approved and Recommended that the City Council adopt the attached Proposed
Ordinance;

3. Recommended that the City Council instruct that the Proposed Ordinance be incorporated
into the New Zoning Code (future Chapter 1A of the Los Angeles Municipal Code), subject to
changes to conform to the format and style of the New Zoning Code;

4. Instructed the Department of City Planning Staff to report to City Council with
recommendations on allowing ambient music in an Outdoor Dining Area;

5. Adopted the Staff Recommendation Report as the Commission’s Report on the subject; and
6. Adopted the attached Amended Findings.

The vote proceeded as follows: 

Moved: Millman 
Second: Choe 
Ayes: Cabildo, Lawshe, Zamora 
Absent: Leung, Mack, Perlman 

Vote: 5 – 0 
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ORDINANCE NO.                                       
  
         An ordinance amending Sections 12.03, 12.10.5, 12.11.5, 12.12.2, 12.13, 12.13.5, 
12.14, 12.21, 12.21.1, 12.22, 12.24, and 16.02.1 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code 
(LAMC) in order to streamline outdoor dining provisions throughout the Zoning Code. 
  
  

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

  
Sec. 1. Section 12.03 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC shall be amended to read as 
follows: 
 
FLOOR AREA. (Amended by Ord. No. 182,386, Eff. 3/13/13.) The area in square feet 
confined within the exterior walls of a Building, but not including the area of the following: 
exterior walls, stairways, shafts, rooms housing Building-operating equipment or 
machinery, parking areas with associated driveways and ramps, space dedicated to 
bicycle parking, space for the landing and storage of helicopters, Outdoor Dining Areas, 
and Basement storage areas. Buildings on properties zoned RA, RE, RS, and R1, except 
properties in the Coastal Zone which are not designated as Hillside Area, are subject to 
the definition of Residential Floor Area. 
 
OUTDOOR DINING AREA.  A covered or uncovered, but not fully enclosed portion of a 
restaurant, with no more than one structural wall (not inclusive of movable delineators or 
fencing) which is located in a space that is outside of a wholly enclosed building or 
structure, including but not limited to an open to sky parking area, patio, courtyard, or 
plaza, and is used for the service and consumption of food and drinks by the patrons of 
the restaurant.  
 
OUTDOOR EATING AREA. When used in Sections 12.12.2, 12.13, 12.14, 12.21.1 and 12.24, 
this term shall refer to a covered or uncovered portion of a ground floor restaurant which is not 
completely enclosed within the building; is used primarily for the consumption of food and/or 
drinks by the patrons of the restaurant; and is not larger than 50 percent of the dining area of the 
ground floor restaurant. A “ground floor” restaurant refers to any restaurant with an average 
finished floor elevation either below or not more than three feet above natural grade as measured 
from any point along the exterior building wall closest to the restaurant. (Amended by Ord. No. 
165,403, Eff. 2/17/90.) 
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Sec. 2. (RAS3) Subdivision 2 of Subsection B of Section 12.10.5 of Article 2 of Chapter 
1 of the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows:    
 

2.   All activities are conducted wholly within an enclosed building, except that 
restaurants may have outdoor eating areas Outdoor Dining Areas. 

 
Sec. 3. (RAS4) Subdivision 2 of Subsection B of Section 12.11.5 of Article 2 of Chapter 
1 of the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows:  
 

2.   All activities are conducted wholly within an enclosed building, except that 
restaurants may have outdoor eating areasOutdoor Dining Areas.  

 
Sec. 4. (CR Limited) Subdivision 13 of Subsection A of Section 12.12.2 of Article 2 of 
Chapter 1 of the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows:   
 

 13.   Restaurant, when conducted within a permitted office building, provided: that 
entrances to the restaurant are located inside of the building; that no sign or other 
form of advertising is visible from outside the office building; that no sign or other 
form of advertising is utilized in any manner whatsoever outside of the building as 
a means of advertising the restaurant; that the restaurant remains open for 
business only between the hours of 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday through Saturday; 
and that no entertainment or dancing is conducted or permitted.  Outdoor Dining 
Areas are permitted pursuant to 12.21 A.24.An outdoor eating area for a ground 
floor restaurants may be located anywhere between the building and its required 
front yard, or between the building and any required side or rear yard which side 
or rear yard abuts a public street. (Amended by Ord. No. 165,403, Eff. 2/17/90.) 

 
Sec. 5. (C1) Subparagraph 2 of Paragraph b of Subdivision 2 of Subsection B of Section 
12.13 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows:  
 

(2)   All activities are conducted wholly within an enclosed building, except that 
ground floor restaurants may have Outdoor Dining Areas. outdoor eating areas. 
An outdoor eating area for a ground floor restaurants may be located anywhere 
between the building and its required front yard, or between the building and any 
required side or rear yard which side or rear yard abuts a public street. (Amended 
by Ord. No. 165,403, Eff. 2/17/90.) 
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Sec. 6. (C1.5) Subparagraph 3 of Paragraph b of Subdivision 2 of Subsection A of Section 
12.13.5 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows: 
 

 (3)  All activities, including storage, with the exception of Outdoor Dining Areas, 
shall be conducted wholly within an enclosed building. 

 
Sec. 7. (C2) Subdivision 10 of Subsection A of Section 12.14 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of 
the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows:  
 

(10)   Restaurant, tea room or cafe (including entertainment other than dancing) or 
a ground floor restaurant with an Outdoor Dining Area outdoor eating area. An 
outdoor eating area for ground floor restaurants may be located anywhere between 
the building and any required side or rear yard. (Amended by Ord. No. 165,403, 
Eff. 2/17/90.) 
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Sec. 8.  A new Subdivision 24 shall be added to Subsection A of Section 12.21 of Article 
2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC to read as follows: 
 

A.  Use 
 

24.   Outdoor Dining Area Regulations for Restaurants 
 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to establish development, 
operational, and maintenance standards to facilitate outdoor dining 
areas to support public health, safety, and welfare.  

(b) Applicability. Outdoor Dining Areas on private property in all RAS, 
C, and M zones, and/or wherever restaurants are allowed, shall be 
permitted pursuant to the regulations in this Subsection. This 
ordinance and the Outdoor Dining Area standards expressed herein 
may, at the applicant’s request, supersede conditions associated 
with outdoor dining which were previously applied under a 
discretionary approval.  

(c) Eligibility. A restaurant which currently provides and/or proposes to 
offer Outdoor Dining Areas shall have all necessary permits to 
operate a restaurant.  A restaurant, however,  that has been the 
subject of a wage claim under either the California Labor Code or 
Article 8 (Los Angeles Office Of Wage Standards Ordinance) of 
Chapter 18 of the LAMC that resulted in an adverse order, decision 
or award shall not be eligible.   

(d) Outdoor Dining Area Standards 
(1) Operations 

(i) Music, television monitors, screens and speakers 
are prohibited in Outdoor Dining Areas.  
(ii) Live entertainment, dancing, pool tables, billiard 
tables, and adult entertainment uses are prohibited in 
Outdoor Dining Areas. 
(iii) An Outdoor Dining Area shall operate no later than 
11 p.m. if within 250 feet of a residential zone, not 
including the RAS zone. 

a. Notwithstanding the above, an Outdoor Dining 
Area in a CR zone shall comply with the 
limitations of Sec. 12.12.2 A 13.  

(iv) Outdoor Dining Areas shall be cleaned nightly and 
adjoining sidewalk areas shall be kept free of debris, 
litter and graffiti. 
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(v) A City-issued identification shall be posted in the 
Outdoor Dining Area and made clearly visible to the 
public, indicating that the area is subject to the 
standards of the Al Fresco Ordinance. This shall 
include a telephone number and an email address shall 
be provided for complaints or concerns regarding the 
operation of the Outdoor Dining Area. 

(2) Parking Relief. When an Outdoor Dining Area is located 
in a building’s parking area, automobile parking spaces may 
be replaced by Outdoor Dining Area. 

(3) Alcohol Service  
(i) In addition to the standards listed above in Sec. 
12.21 A.24(d)(1) and (2), the following standards apply 
when alcohol service is provided in an Outdoor Dining 
Area on private property:  

a. All alcohol that is served shall be delivered to 
and served at tables by employees. 

b. All patrons shall be seated. 
c. Only fixed or portable bars not used as a point 

of sale are permitted in an Outdoor Dining Area. 
(ii) When a revocable permit is issued for outdoor 
dining in the public right-of-way and alcohol service is 
proposed, the following standards apply and shall be 
enforced by the Department of Building and Safety:  

a. All alcohol that is served shall be delivered to 
and served at tables by employees. 

b. All patrons shall be seated. 
c. Only fixed or portable bars not used as a point 

of sale are permitted in an Outdoor Dining 
Area. 

(e) Administration 
(1) Alcohol Authorizations. Notwithstanding the provisions of 

12.24 W.1, modifications or expansions of alcohol service for 
an Outdoor Dining Area shall be authorized pursuant to this 
Subsection through an administrative verification process.  

(i) Restaurants shall be considered deemed to be 
approved and authorized to continue operations in 
compliance with the standards listed above in Sec. 
12.21 A.24(d) if they meet the eligibility criteria listed 
below. No fee shall be charged for administrative 
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verification of Al Fresco deemed to be approved status. 
Deemed to be approved status must be obtained within 
six months of the expiration of the LA Al Fresco 
Authorization. 

a. Have a valid LA Al Fresco Authorization 
issued or renewed as of the effective date of this 
ordinance;  
b. Have a valid approval for alcohol service from 
the Department of City Planning or have existing 
alcohol sales with no conditional use approval 
prior to March 1, 1977; and 
c. Have a license to sell alcohol from the 
California Department of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control. 

(ii) Restaurants that did not receive the above-stated 
deemed to be approved status shall be authorized to 
serve alcohol in Outdoor Dining Areas pursuant to an 
Expanded Outdoor Dining Area Clearance in 
compliance with the standards listed above in Sec. 
12.21 A.24(d) if they meet the eligibility criteria listed 
below. The “Building Permit Clearance - Minor” fee 
pursuant to Sec. 19.04 of this Code shall be charged 
for an Expanded Outdoor Dining Area Clearance. 

a. Have a valid approval for alcohol service from 
the Department of City Planning or have existing 
alcohol sales with no conditional use approval 
prior to March 1, 1977; and 
b. Have a license to sell alcohol from the 
California Department of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control. 

(2) Deviation. Deviation from the Outdoor Dining Area standards 
in Sec. 12.21 A.24(d) may be requested through the approval 
of plans on the original discretionary entitlement pursuant to  
Sec. 12.24 M. 

(3) Enforcement. Non-compliance with the Outdoor Dining Area 
standards may result in enforcement actions pursuant to Sec. 
12.27.1. 

(4) Hazardous Site Assessment. If the Outdoor Dining Area 
involves soil disturbance on land that is a known hazardous 
materials release site listed on the Hazardous Waste and 
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Substances Sites (Cortese) List, the applicant shall prepare a 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) and if needed, 
a Phase II ESA and comply with any necessary 
remediation(s). A No Further Action letter, or some other 
comparable documentation, issued by the appropriate 
regulatory agency shall be required. 

(f) Relationship to Other Zoning Provisions. An Outdoor Dining Area 
shall not be considered a project nor require any design review 
procedures under any Specific Plan, Supplemental Use District, or other 
overlay, except for Historic Preservation Overlay Zones (HPOZs) 
pursuant to LAMC Section 12.20.3, including but not limited to the 
Ordinance Nos. listed below. Furthermore, the Outdoor Dining Area 
Standards in Section 12.21 A.24(d) shall prevail and supersede any 
conflicting provisions found in such Specific Plans, Supplemental Use 
Districts, or other overlays, except HPOZs, or Chapter I of this Code.  

(1) 171,139 (Alameda District Specific Plan) 
(2) 174,663 (Avenue 57 Transit Oriented District) 
(3) 182,576 (Bunker Hill Specific Plan) 
(4) 156,122 (Century City North Specific Plan) 
(5) 186,370 (Century City West Specific Plan) 
(6) 168,862 (Century City South Specific Plan) 
(7) 170,046 (Coastal Bluffs Specific Plan) 
(8) 186,105 (Coastal Transportation Corridor Specific Plan) 
(9) 185,042 (Coliseum District Specific Plan) 
(10) 178,098 (Colorado Boulevard Specific Plan) 
(11) 182,617 (Cornfield Arroyo Seco Specific Plan) 
(12) 184,795 (Crenshaw Corridor Specific Plan) 
(13) 168,937 (Devonshire/Topanga Corridor Specific Plan) 
(14) 186,402 (Exposition Corridor Transit Neighborhood 

Plan) 
(15) 170,694 (Foothill Boulevard Corridor Specific Plan)  
(16) 171,946 (Glencoe/Maxella Specific Plan) 
(17) 184,296 (Granada Hills Specific Plan) 
(18) 168,121 (Hollywoodland Specific Plan) 
(19) 184,346 (Jordan Downs Urban Village Specific Plan) 
(20) 167,940 (Los Angeles Airport/El Segundo Dunes 

Specific Plan) 
(21) 185,164 (Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) 

Specific Plan) 
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(22) 181,334 (Los Angeles Sports and Entertainment 
District Specific Plan) 

(23) 181,605 (Loyola Marymount University Specific Plan) 
(24) 167,943 (Mulholland Scenic Parkway Specific Plan) 
(25) 171,128 (North University Park Hills Specific Plan) 
(26) 163,202 (North Westwood Village Specific Plan) 
(27) 170,155 (Oxford Triangle Specific Plan) 
(28) 184,371 (Pacific Palisades Commercial Village and 

Neighborhood Specific Plan) 
(29) 184,539 (Paramount Pictures Specific Plan) 
(30) 162,530 (Park Mile Specific Plan) 
(31) 165,638 (Playa Vista Area B Specific Plan) 
(32) 165,639 (Playa Vista Area C Specific Plan) 
(33) 176,235 (Playa Vista Area D Specific Plan) 
(34) 180,083 (Porter Ranch Land Use/Transportation 

Specific Plan) 
(35) 175,736 (San Gabriel/Verdugo Mountains Scenic 

Preservation Specific Plan) 
(36) 166,352 (San Pedro Specific Plan) 
(37) 173,381 (San Vicente Scenic Corridor Specific Plan) 
(38) 182,343 (University of Southern California University 

Park Campus Specific Plan) 
(39) 168,613 (Valley Village Specific Plan) 
(40) 175,693 (Venice Coastal Zone Specific Plan) 
(41) 174,052 (Ventura-Cahuenga Boulevard Corridor 

Specific Plan) 
(42) 173,749 (Vermont/Western Transit Oriented District 

Specific Plan (Station Neighborhood Area Plan)) 
(43) 182,766 (Warner Center 2035 Plan) 
(44) 186,108 (West Los Angeles Transportation 

Improvement and Mitigation Specific Plan) 
(45) 187,644 (Westwood Village Specific Plan, Westwood 

Community Design Review Board Specific Plan) 
(46) 155,044 (Wilshire - Westwood Scenic Corridor Specific 

Plan) 
(47) 185,539 (San Pedro CPIO District) 
(48) 185,927 (South Los Angeles CPIO District) 
(49) 185,925 (Southeast Los Angeles CPIO District) 
(50) 184,268 (Sylmar CPIO District) 
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(51) 184,794 (West Adams-Baldwin Hills-Leimert CPIO 
District) 

(52) 187,155 (Westchester - Playa del Rey CPIO District) 
(53) 180,871 (Broadway Theater and Entertainment District 

Design Guide) 
(54) 174,519 (Canoga Park-Commercial Corridor CDO 

District) 
(55) 108,561 (Cypress Park & Glassell Park CDO) 
(56) 173,508 (Downtown Canoga Park CDO District) 
(57) 179,907 (Downtown Westchester CDO District) 
(58) 180,880 (Echo Park CDO District) 
(59) 178,157 (Fletcher Square CDO District) 
(60) 179,906 (Lincoln Boulevard CDO District) 
(61) 176,658 (Lincoln Heights CDO District) 
(62) 183,011 (Little Tokyo CDO District) 
(63) 180,797 (Loyola Village CDO District) 
(64) 176,331 (Miracle Mile CDO District) 
(65) 175,545 (Pacoima CDO District) 
(66) 175,549 (Panorama City CDO) 
(67) 176,557 (Reseda Central Business District CDO 

District) 
(68) 174,398 (Sun Valley CDO District) 
(69) 184,366 (Toluca Lake Village CDO) 
(70) 174,420 (Van Nuys Central Business District CDO 

District) 
(71) 174,161 (West Wilshire Boulevard CDO District) 
(72) 173,676 (Atwater Village POD) 
(73) 171,859 (Westwood/Pico NOD) 
(74) 174,260 (Westwood Boulevard POD) 

 
 

Sec. 9. (Height of Buildings or Structures) Subdivision 5 of Subsection A of Section 
12.21.1 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows:  
 

5.   In computing the total floor area within a building, the gross area confined within 
the exterior walls within a building shall be considered as the floor area of that 
building, except for the space devoted to bicycle parking, stairways, elevator 
shafts, light courts, rooms housing mechanical equipment incidental to the 
operation of buildings, and outdoor eating areas of ground floor restaurants. 
Outdoor Dining Areas. (Amended by Ord. No. 182,386, Eff. 3/13/13.) 
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Sec. 10. Subparagraph (5) of Paragraph (a) of Subdivision 34 of Subsection A of Section 
12.22 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows: 

 
(b)   Eligibility Criteria. 
 

(5)   The restaurant shall have between a minimum of 10 
patron seats and a maximum of 150 patron seats, including 
any outdoor seating.  
 

Exemption. Outdoor Dining Areas pursuant to 12.21 
A.24 shall be exempt from the above outdoor seating 
limitation.   

 
 
Sec. 11. Subparagraph (4) of Paragraph (b) of Subdivision 34 of Subsection A of Section 
12.22 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC shall be amended to read as follows: 

 
(b)   Development Standards and Operations. 
 

(4)   For properties abutting or across an alley from an A or R 
zoned lot: 

 
(i)   a wholly enclosed building, at least 8 feet in height 
above grade and extending at least the full length of 
the outdoor dining area, shall be located between the 
outdoor dining area and an A or R zoned lot that may 
or may not be separated by an alley. This requirement 
shall not apply to outdoor dining permitted on a public 
sidewalk by a revocable permit issued by the Bureau 
of Engineering, Department of Public Works; and  

 
(ii)   outdoor seating shall be limited to the ground floor 
only. 
 

Exemption. Outdoor Dining Areas pursuant to 
12.21 A.24 shall be exempt from the above 
standards.   
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Sec. 12.  Sub-subparagraph (ii) of Subparagraph (6) of Paragraph (e) of Subdivision 34 
of Subsection A of Section 12.22 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC shall be amended 
to read as follows: 
 

(e)   Administration. 
 

(6)   The owner or the operator of the restaurant shall reapply 
for the administrative clearance if there is: 
 

(ii)   a modification to the floor plan, including, but not 
limited to, floor area or number of seats, or a 
modification to outdoor seating.  
 

Exception. Modification to the number of seats 
or outdoor seating for the purposes of Outdoor 
Dining Areas pursuant to 12.21 A.24 shall not 
require reapplication. 

 
 

Sec. 13.  (CUB) A new Paragraph (e) shall be added to Subdivision 1 of Subsection 
W of Section 12.24 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the LAMC as follows: 
 

(e) Exceptions. Notwithstanding Paragraph (d) above, conditional 
use approval or a plan approval shall not be required solely for the 
purposes of providing an Outdoor Dining Area pursuant to Sec 12.21 
A.24.  

 
 

 Sec. 14. Subdivision 32 of Subsection W of Section 12.24 of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the 
LAMC shall be deleted:  

 
32.   Outdoor eating areas for ground floor restaurants in the CR zone, C1, 

and C1.5  Zones and/or wherever restaurants are allowed, if not permitted 
by right. 

 
Sec. 15. Subdivision 2 of Subsection D of Section 16.02.1 of Article 6 of Chapter 1 of the 
LAMC shall be amended to read as follows: 
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2.  Outdoor EatingDining Areas. Notwithstanding any provisions of this Code or 
any Zoning Administrator interpretations of this Code to the contrary, any 
new or expanded Outdoor EatingDining Areas shall not require any 
automobile parking, and the maintenance of existing automobile parking 
shall not be required for any portion of the parking lot utilized for an approved 
Outdoor EatingDining Area during the period that these provisions are 
invoked, pursuant to this section, if the following requirements are met:  

 
    (a)   Eligibility. Only permitted establishments with verifiable indoor 

seating for on-premise dining are eligible for the relief provided within 
this subdivision. 

  
    (b)  Consistency. The relief provided in this subdivision is limited to 

the automobile parking provisions enumerated herein, and the project 
shall otherwise be consistent with this Code and the General Plan. 

  
    (c)   Termination. Whenever the provisions of this section cease to 

apply, the automobile parking requirements that existed prior to the 
declaration of the local emergency shall be met, and any Outdoor 
EatingDining Areas shall comply with this Code and any applicable 
Specific Plan, notwithstanding this Section. 

 
 
Sec. 16. The City Clerk shall certify that….. 
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FINDINGS 
(As Amended by the City Planning Commission at its meeting on April 27, 2023) 

Land Use Findings 

Charter Finding 556 (General Plan). In accordance with City Charter Section 556, the 
proposed Ordinance is in substantial conformance with the purposes, intent, and 
provisions of the General Plan. 

The City established the temporary L.A. Al Fresco program in May 2020 during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and local state of emergency to allow restaurants to operate outdoor 
dining areas through a free streamlined application process, bypassing many of the 
regulations of the Zoning Code. Following the success of L.A. Al Fresco, the City drafted 
a proposed Ordinance that would create a permanent administrative “by-right” approval 
process for outdoor dining areas on private property and ensure that existing participants 
are able to continue operations with their current approvals. 

Both participating and new restaurants will be able to expand outdoor dining areas by-
right if they comply with the proposed Ordinance’s standards for eligibility, operations, 
and, if applicable, alcohol service. These standards replace certain Zoning Code 
restrictions on outdoor dining on private property while taking into consideration impacts 
outdoor dining may have on neighbors and residential areas. By facilitating the expansion 
of outdoor dining, the proposed Ordinance aims to beautify, expand street use, and 
improve governmental services as prioritized in various elements of the General Plan. 

This proposed Ordinance furthers the following objectives and policies of the General 
Plan: 

Land Use (Chapter 3)  

Policy 3.4.3 Establish incentives for the attraction of growth and development in the 
districts, centers, and mixed-use boulevards targeted for growth that may include: 
 

d. Streamlined development review processes 
 

f. Modified parking requirements in areas in proximity to transit or other standards 
that reduce the cost of development 

Economic Development (Chapter 7)  
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Objective 7.4 Improve the provision of governmental services, expedite the 
administrative processing of development applications, and minimize public and private 
development application costs. 
 
Policy 7.4.1 Develop and maintain a streamlined development review process to 
assure the City's competitiveness within the Southern California region.  
 
Policy 7.4.2 Maximize opportunities for "by-right" development.  
 
Policy 7.4.3 Maintain development fee structures that do not unreasonably burden 
specific industry groups, are financially competitive with other cities in the region, and 
reduce uncertainty to the development community.  

Mobility Element (Mobility Plan 2035)  

Policy 1.7 Regularly Maintained Streets: Enhance roadway safety by maintaining the 
street, alley, tunnel, and bridge system in good to excellent condition. 
 
Policy 2.1 Adaptive Reuse of Streets: Design, plan, and operate streets to serve 
multiple purposes and provide flexibility in design to adapt to future demands. 
 
Policy 4.13 Parking and Land Use Management: Balance on-street and off-street 
parking supply with other transportation and land use objectives. 

Health Element (Plan for a Healthy Los Angeles)  

Policy 1.1 Leadership Position: Los Angeles as a regional leader by collaborating 
across departments, agencies, sectors, and jurisdictions to incorporate health, equity, 
and sustainability considerations into policies, programs, and procedures. 
 
Policy 2.9 Community Beautification: Proactively work with residents and public, 
private, and nonprofit partners to develop, execute, and maintain civic stewardship over 
community beautification efforts to promote neighborhoods that are clean, healthy, and 
safe. 

The General Plan establishes growth and development policies by providing a 
comprehensive long-range view of the City as a whole. The proposed Ordinance 
contributes to the land use diversity and economic development of the City, while also 
carrying out policies in both the Mobility (Mobility Plan 2035) and Health (Plan for a 
Healthy Los Angeles) Elements. 

The proposed Ordinance furthers Land Use Policy 3.4.4, namely by (d) creating a 
streamlined review process and (f) modifying parking requirements. The proposed 
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Ordinance expands on the temporary LA Al Fresco program, creating a permanent “by-
right” review process for outdoor dining areas on private property. The streamlined and 
“by-right” nature of the new approval process will allow current Al Fresco participants as 
well as new participants to continue or begin their outdoor dining operations at little to no 
cost, subject to the submission of the appropriate documentation to the Department of 
City Planning and Department of Building and Safety. Lastly, the proposed Ordinance will 
allow the replacement of automobile parking spaces by outdoor dining areas, which is 
vital for restaurants as it decreases development costs and allows for the maximum 
utilization of private property for outdoor dining. 

The proposed Ordinance’s new streamlined “by-right” process for outdoor dining on 
private property also aligns with Economic Development Objective 7.4 and Policies 7.4.1, 
7.4.2, and 7.4.3. Clear standards and requirements are established for current L.A. Al 
Fresco participants to transition into a permanent program, as well as new applicants to 
begin outdoor dining operations. The proposed Ordinance creates no new additional fees 
that would be required for applications for outdoor dining on private property. This is 
imperative to reduce costs for restaurants and allow them to continue their economic 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and emergency. Additionally, the streamlining of 
outdoor dining applications will also allow the City to compete with cities throughout the 
Southern California region and statewide, as other cities and counties have already 
adopted permanent outdoor dining programs or are preparing a permanent program, such 
as the Cities of San Diego, Santa Monica, Beverly Hills, and San Francisco. Each 
jurisdiction has or is considering different application requirements and standards 
pertaining to outdoor dining, such as location, design, and hours of operation. 

The proposed Ordinance further encourages “by-right” development as specified in 
Economic Development Policy 7.4.2 by establishing a streamlined pathway for current 
participants of the temporary LA Al Fresco program to transition to the permanent 
program. As part of this streamlining, the proposed Ordinance’s standards pertaining to 
outdoor dining areas may supersede project-specific conditions of approval (such as 
those associated with a Conditional Use Permit) that would preclude or conflict with 
outdoor dining,  at the applicant’s request. The substitution of any conflicting conditions 
will promote the “by-right” character of the LA Al Fresco Program and greatly decrease 
the processing time for Al Fresco applications to allow small and local restaurants to 
continue their outdoor operations with little to no disruption in service and continue their 
economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and emergency. Furthermore, the 
proposed Ordinance contains robust outdoor dining standards to protect the public health, 
welfare, and safety of communities and residential areas by addressing common issues 
that may be associated with outdoor dining, such as noise and operations. Music, 
television monitors, and live entertainment would be prohibited in outdoor dining areas 
and they must be properly maintained at all times. If within 250 feet of a residential zone, 
the outdoor dining area must close at 11pm. The “by-right” nature of the permanent Al 
Fresco Program will promote livability and convenience for residents and employees, 
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promote a variety of uses, and strengthen the employment and amenity base of 
communities. 

The streamlining of outdoor dining approvals as outlined in the proposed Ordinance also 
aligns with Policies 1.7, 2.1, 2.14, and 4.13 of the Mobility Element (Mobility Plan 2035). 
First, as part of the outdoor dining standards, restaurants will be required to clean outdoor 
dining areas nightly and maintain adjoining sidewalk areas free of debris, litter, and graffiti. 
Furthermore, the proposed Ordinance will facilitate the conversion of off-street parking to 
outdoor dining areas. This will help de-emphasize land used for parking, such as surface 
parking lots, in favor of outdoor dining areas, promoting safety for patrons, residents, and 
the community. More importantly, automobile parking spaces used for outdoor dining will 
not need to be replaced. 

Lastly, the proposed Ordinance aims to promote public health, namely Policies 1.1 and 
2.9 of the Health Element (Plan for a Healthy Los Angeles). The temporary LA Al Fresco 
program was started to provide opportunities for patrons and residents to enjoy restaurant 
dining at locations where the risk of exposure to COVID-19 was minimized. Safety issues 
associated with the COVID-19 pandemic remain, and as such, the permanent outdoor 
dining program will prove vital in ensuring patrons and residents, especially those that are 
immunocompromised or have other health concerns, continue to have equitable access 
to outdoor dining. The proposed outdoor dining standards will ensure that outdoor dining 
areas approved through the new process do not cause adverse effects to the public 
health, safety, and welfare of neighbors and surrounding communities, such as limiting 
noise and requiring proper maintenance of outdoor dining areas. 

For the reasons stated above, the proposed Ordinance is in substantial conformance with 
the purposes, intent, and provisions of the General Plan. 

City Charter Finding 558 and LAMC Section 12.32 (Public Necessity, Convenience, 
General Welfare, Good Zoning Practice). In accordance with City Charter Section 558 
(b)(2) and LAMC Section 12.32 C.2 and C.7, the proposed Ordinance is in substantial 
conformance with public necessity, convenience, general welfare, and good zoning 
practice by promoting economic development, public safety, and community vibrancy.  

The City established the temporary L.A. Al Fresco program in May 2020 during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and emergency to allow restaurants to operate outdoor dining areas 
through a streamlined process with minimal fees and application process, bypassing 
many of the regulations of the Zoning Code. This temporary program created a lifeline for 
many restaurants to resume operations and stay financially viable during the pandemic 
and emergency when indoor dining was limited due to local emergency orders. At the 
same time, the program promoted public health by providing opportunities for patrons and 
residents to enjoy restaurant dining at locations where the risk of exposure to COVID-19 
was minimized. More than 2,500 restaurants citywide participated in the temporary L.A. 
Al Fresco program. 
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The proposed Ordinance expands on the temporary L.A. Al Fresco program by creating 
a new streamlined process in the Zoning Code to allow outdoor dining areas on private 
property, such as parking lots, with minimal requirements. The proposed Ordinance will 
allow restaurant owners to continue or begin outdoor dining operations at little to no cost, 
allowing them to fulfill the demand for safe dining spaces and an amenity that will serve 
patrons, residents, and visitors. Many of the benefits pertaining to economic development 
and public health brought forth by the temporary program will continue under the 
permanent program. Additionally, a permanent program will bring greater certainty to 
restaurants as it relates to outdoor dining regulations, which is vital for them to continue 
recovering economically from the COVID-19 pandemic and emergency. By streamlining 
outdoor dining in restaurants, the proposed Ordinance will help create more vibrant 
neighborhoods that will benefit local communities and commercial areas while leading to 
the growth of restaurants throughout the City. 

Environmental Findings  

Approval of the proposed Ordinance (Project) is supported by the Categorical 
Exemption (ENV-2022-8180-CE) prepared for this Project. In accordance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the proposed Project is exempt from CEQA 
pursuant to California Public Resource Code Section 21080.25 and meets the criteria of 
a Categorical Exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15303 (New Construction 
or Conversion of Small Structures) and Section 15311 (Accessory Structures). 
Furthermore, there is no substantial evidence demonstrating that an exception to a 
categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies.  

On the basis of the whole of the record before the Lead Agency including any comments 
received, the Lead Agency finds that there is no substantial evidence that the proposed 
Project will have a significant effect on the environment. The Project will not change 
zoning or General Plan designation or introduce any new land uses. It does not directly 
authorize new restaurants to be built and is only available where restaurants are an 
existing allowed use. The Project contains measures to avoid environmental impacts, 
such as noise and adverse behavior, and there is not a reasonable possibility that the 
Project may have a significant adverse effect on the environment given the existing 
physical conditions baseline and allowed use. As detailed in the Categorical Exception 
document (Environmental Case No. ENV-2022-8180-CE) prepared by the Lead Agency, 
and attached to the subject case file, the Project would not result in a cumulative impact 
or significant effect on the environment. 

Chapter 2.6, Section 21080.25 of the State’s Public Resources Code provides a statutory 
exemption from CEQA for a “project carried out by a City or County to reduce minimum 
parking requirements.” A central component of this Project pertains to eliminating 
automobile parking requirements and provisions. The Project provides regulatory relief 
from automobile parking requirements needed for the placement of outdoor dining 
structures on private property that are ancillary to a restaurant’s by-right use. The relief 
provided exempts existing and/or new outdoor dining areas from parking requirements 
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and further allows for restaurants to convert existing required automobile parking spaces 
to outdoor dining areas without needing to replace those spaces. This provision is 
permanent for eligible businesses and in some instances will result in an overall reduction 
of required parking below current LAMC parking requirements for the life of that use 
and/or structure. The utilization of a restaurant’s parking spaces on private property would 
allow for the creation or modification of outdoor dining areas and would reduce minimum 
parking requirements. As such, the Project qualifies for the statutory exemption pursuant 
to Section 21080.25 of the State’s Public Resources Code. 

 




